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pvtfatt. 

The Christian reader is here presented with a small 
contribution towards the better knowledge and use of 
certain portions of the Old Testament Scriptures ; which 
portions have an interest peculiar to themselves, not 
only because of their intrinsic importance, being utter- 
ances prompted by peculiar circumstances, generally of a 
typical nature, but also because most of them have been 
adopted by various branches of the Catholic Church in 
their authorized forms of worship. Suggestions have been 
made more than once with a view to resuming the use 
of these Canticles, or of some of them, in the public 
worship of the Anglican Churches. That their resump- 
tion would enrich our formularies to a great extent is, 
we suppose, unquestionable. But if devotion is to be 
improved thereby, the Canticles must be in some mea- 
sure understood, both in their literal meaning, and also 
in their spiritual reference. 

The plan of the present work is generally indicated on 
the title-page. The translation here offered is intended to 



PREFACE. 



be rather literal than elegant ; for use in the study rather 
than in the closet. Expressions the equivalents to which 
are not severally found in the original, are placed between 
brackets. The words Lokd and God, when printed in 
capitals, invariably answer to the most sacred Name 
Jehovah. The Masoretic text has been strictly adhered to. 

The foot-notes will be interesting to the Hebrew student 
especially. But they have not been given for the purpose 
of teaching Hebrew, and hence many instances of Hebrew 
idiom are unnoticed. Nor has the writer aimed at saying 
on any passage all which could be said upon it; but 
merely to elucidate briefly the sense of the text where it 
was not already obvious, and to justify his own translation, 
where justification seemed to be required. 

The following Abhr&oiations may need explanation : — 

E. y. King James's English Version. 

G. y. The English Geneva yersion, commonly called the Breeches 
Bible (London, 1615). 

LXX. The Septuagint (Greek) Version, ed. Tischendorf (Leipsic, 1856). 

VuLO. The Latin Vulgate (Paris, 1851). 

Bashi is the abbreviation commonly used by the Jews to signify 
EAbbi SHelomoh (Solomon) Isaaki (or Yarchi, through a 
mistake of Buxtorf s). 

BENEDICTUS BENEDICAT 
PATER, FILIUS, SPIRITUS SANCTUS. 
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it, I say/ has become my salvation. 

This [God is] my God, and I will glorify Him,* 

my father's God, and I*will extol Him. 

3 The Lord [is] a warrior : 
the Lord [is] His name. 

4 Pharaoh's chariots and army hath He shot down in 

the sea : 
his chosen captains have been caused to sink in the 
Eed Sea. 

5 The depths would cover them : 

they went down in the depths like a stone.' 

6 Thy right hand, Lord, is become excellent in 

strength : ' 

thy right hand, Lord, can dash an enemy in pieces. 

7 And in the abundance of TImt Majesty Thou canst" 

break them that rise up against Thee ; 
Thou canst send forth Thy fury, [that] it may devour 
them as stubble : 

8 and the waters have been heaped up through the 

blast of Thy nostrils, 
flowing waters have been made to stand up as an heap, 
depths in the heart of the sea have been congealed. 



cally with l^DT, which occurs Isa. 
zxv. 5 (''the loftiness of terrible 
ones He will bring low"). For 
the construction of the whole 
clause, cf. HK^p-Wl ^K^^, Ps. 
Ixxviii 9. 

^ For this almost pleonastic use 
of ^, cf. Gen. xxii. 4 ; Ex. ix. 21. 

• Literally, * * make Him comely;" 



just as "Hallowed be Thy Name" 
is literally "Let Thy Name be 
made holy." 

' There may be an allusion here 
to the descent of the souls of the 
Egyptians to the depths below the 
earth ; to which v, 2 certainly 
refers. 

* So Aben Ezra. 
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9 The enemy said, '* I will pursue, I will overtake, I will 
divide spoil, 
" my soul shall be filled [with] them, I will draw my 
sword, my hand shall possess them !" 

1 — Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them, 
they sank as lead in mighty waters. 

1 1 Who among the gods [is] like Thee, Lord ? 
Who [is] like Thee, excellent in holiness, 
awful in praises,^^ a worker of marvels ? 

12 Thou didst stretch forth Thy right hand, [that] the 

earth might swallow them up> 

13 Thou hast led in Thy kindness the people whom Thou 

didst redeem, 
Thou hast guided [them] by Thy strength unto Thy 
holy habitation. 

14 [When] nations have heard, they will tremble : 
pangs will have taken hold upon the inhabitants of 

Philistia ;* 

15 Then the sheikhs of Edom will be afraid ; 

[as for] the mighty men of Moab, trembling will seized 
them. 



< ie. who ought to be praised 
in solemn awe. The meaning of 
the expression wiU be best under- 
stood when we compare such ex- 
pressions as D^fi^3n 7ln|l (Ezek. 

xviL 3) ; for as that phrase means 
**of large wings," or "large- 
winged," so this must mean "of 
awful praises," or "awfully prais- 
ed," and so again, "awfully to 
&e praised:" "awfully" meaning 



"with awe in the hearts of the 
worshippers." 

'^ ie. that they might go into 
SheJbl (Hades), which the Jews 
regarded as inside the earth ; cf. 
Matt. xii. 40. 

^ ie. the sea-coast, inhabited by 
the Philistines. 

' In this and the next verb the 
past tense is converted into a 
future by tM preceding. 
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all the inhabitants of Canaan will despair ;^ 

16 Fear and trembling shall fall upon them; 

under the greatness of Thine arm they shall be stiU 

like a stone^ 
tiU Thy people, Lokd, shall have passed, 
till the people shall have passed whom Thou hast 

purchased.^ 

1 7 Thou shalt bring them and plant them in the mountain 

of Thine inheritance,™ 
the basement of Thy throne, Lord, [which] Thou 

hast made, 
the sanctuary, Lord, [which] Thine hands have 

established. 

18 The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 



In this grand hymn, w, 1 (not, of course, including the 
first words of the chapter) and 2 are the prelude: then 
comes the first strophe, w, 3-5 ; of which v, 4 (with longest 
lines) is central, and the lines measured forwards from it are 
of the same length respectively as those measured backwards. 
This indicates that v, 4 contains the kernel of that strophe. 
Next, we have a longer strophe comprising w, 6-12; of which 
v. 9, consisting of two long lines, is central. The remainder 
of the Song is made up of lines pretty much the same in 
length ; the drift of the whole being summed up in the last 
verse. The Song formed in the Sarum rite, as still in the 



^ So Kurtz. But if the read- nor yet the Moabites, fought with 

ing **melt away" be preferred, the Israelites while the latter were 

the meaning will still be the in the wilderness, 
same. " i.e. the mountain (or, moun- 

* Mendelssohn notes that neither tainous country) which is Thy 

the Philistines, nor the Edomites, special property. 
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Roman, a part of the Lauds Office for Thursday. In the 
Greek Church it is used in the Lauds Office for Sunday and 
Monday. 

Of poetical compositions intended to be sung in the worship 
of Almighty God, it is the oldest extant. And it is moreover 
absolutely the first utterance of praise and thanksgiving which 
ever came froni the lips of God's people as such. The 
chosen nation, having had its national life formed in Egypt, 
has just come to redemption and birth from out of the nation 
of the Egyptians, in which, as in the womb of a mother, it 
had been contained. And now, as soon as that redemption 
has been wrought, and that birth taken place, the newly 
redeemed and newly bom breaks forth into its first utterance, 
rejoicing unto God in the Song before us. 

It will be observed that while the multiplicity of indi- 
viduals is implied in the word "people," the unity of the 
nation is implied in the use of the singular number — * I will 
sing ' — ' my God,' etc. Of this latter mode of speaking we 
have several other instances : e.g. in Moses' address to the 
Edomites, Num. xx. 19. In the Song before us the nation 
looks back to what God has just done, and forward to what 
God will yet do : that breaking of the enemy's power which 
had been accomplished, and that establishing of Israel in the 
Holy Land for which Israel hoped. Nor is its language 
without its echoes in the later lyrics of the nation. In Isaiah 
xii 2 and Psalm cxviii. 14 we have quotations from the 
very second verse of this Song. And as in those passages 
there is a reference to the same events whereof the passage 
of the Red Sea and its accompanying circumstances were 
types, a study of those passages will materially help towards 
a right understanding and use of the song before us. 

In order to see what meaning the Song has for Christians, 
we must note the several typical circumstances by which its 
composition and first utterance were occasioned. Be it ob- 
served, then, that Israel had come into bondage under the 
king of Eg3rpt, and that bondage was not merely rigorous and 
cruel, as might have been the bondage of other slaves, but it 
was of a peculiarly uncivilizing kind. The Egyptians " made 
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their Hves bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, 
and in all manner of service in the field :" and it is generally 
observed that the occupation of brick-making is accompanied 
with a very perceptible roughening of the character and 
manners. The Egyptian power, however, had now been 
brought to nought. It had been effectually broken, — God's 
people being brought out of the Egyptians? country into a 
part of the world which was not under Egyptian rule, — ^and 
the Egyptian king, and the dUe of his army, losing their lives 
to a man. And the mean by which the deliverance was 
effected was the water of a certein sea, which parted between 
the wilderness where Israel now were, and Egypt where they 
had been; this same water being also the very instrument 
whereby the king of Egypt and his troops had met their 
death ; and that sea is the same one which from the times 
when the LXX. version of the Scriptures was made has been 
known as the Red Sea.^ To this point allusion will be made 
hereafter. It will be observed, moreover, that in the passage 
of the sea Israel underwent a baptism "unto Moses :" com- 
menced life as a nation: and received a start towards the 
hope which had been set before them. 

Now in all these matters there was a running type of the 
state of God's people, and indeed of the whole world, up to 
the time when Christ died ; and of the deliverance which was 
wrought out for the whole world by Christ's Death and Re- 
surrection, and in which individual persons (whether adults 
or infEints) are made to share by the Sacrament of Christian 
Baptism. The state of the world at the time of Christ's 
Death, and (to a certain extent) the state of every unbaptized 
person still, is one of captivity or bondage to Satan : Satan 
being the god of this world,^ and ruling it as a prince* by 
various evil angels, some of whom are mentioned, though not 
by name, in the tenth chapter of Daniel, as the " princes " of 
such and such heathen countries : and every unbaptized per- 

1 The name occurs indeed as early as Herodotus, but not in reference to the sea so 
designated by us. 
« 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
> John xiv. SO, with Luke xxii. 63 ; also Eph. vi. 12. 
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son forming still an integral portion of that world, which 
thus (as St. John says) " lieth in the wicked one."^ And the 
result may be see^ in the various countries of heathendom at 
the present day ; in which not only are there great outward 
capabilities for sinning in various ways, but the people 
generally are more or less barbarians. Witness the frightful 
punishments still in use among the ''civilized" Chinese. 

Satan's power, however, has been effectually broken. The 
Eternal Son of God took our mortal nature into union with 
His own Divine Person, " that through death He might de- 
stroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil," and 
having done this. He set up a kingdom into which all may 
be brought, and which He ordered to be proclaimed through 
the length and breadth of the world, that people, hearing 
thereof, might be led to enter it. Into this kingdom people 
are brought by the Sacrament of Christian Baptism ; which 
thus parts between the position of the baptized and that of 
the unbaptized, as the Eed Sea parted between Israel and 
Egypt. 

This however is not the only point in which Christian 
baptism was typified by the Eed Sea. The Eed Sea was the 
means whereby the Israelites actually obtained their liberty. 
The Israelites themselves passed through it on dry ground, 
but the ijgyptians, assaying to do the like, were overwhelmed 
by the waters. In this way, then, also it is a fit type of 
Christian baptism, for our baptism was, as St. Paul informs us, 
a baptism into Christ's Death, and it was by Christ's Death 
that Satan's power was broken. 

And of this we may well be reminded by the name now 
borne by the sea in question. And it may well be that the 
name " Eed Sea" was fixed in God's Providence in order that 
it might have such a significance for Christians. For the sea 
through which we were delivered from Satan, and whose spray 
was mystically sprinkled upon us when we were at the holy 
Font, is a sea df Blood — ^the precious Blood of Christ. 

Now when we read the Song, bearing all the above truths 

' Such appears to be the literal rendering, 1 John v. 19. 
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in* mind, we see at once how applicable it is to the case of 
the baptized. In singing it, we look back to that Death 
whereby our freedom was effected, and to that Eesurrection 
whereby we have it insured. Thus we celebrate that " right 
hand of the Lord " which (as our Easter Psalm has it) " bring- 
eth mighty things to pass." We celebrate that Resurrection 
wherein the waters of Hades were proved powerless against 
God's Son, His Firstborn. We rejoice in view of the hope 
into which the baptized are begotten again through the re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead : the hope of an 
inheritance, typified indeed by the earthly Canaan, but far 
better : and in prospect of that eternal kingdom hereafter to 
be established over the earth, and of which Christ's sway by 
the Holy Ghost in the hearts of His faithful people is now to 
them the earnest. " Anticipating" (says a modem writer) — 
"Anticipating what to us is yet future," we " may confidently 
trust that no enemies shall be permitted to bar our heaven- 
ward way. We, too, with all the members of the Militant 
Church, shall be led safely to the Heavenly Sanctuary, shall 
enjoy the Beatific Vision, and that what God has Himself 
commenced. He will bring to a happy completion. Remember, 
too, to notice that the grand anticipation with which the 
Canticle closes .... is specially suited for Thursday use : 
— ^Thursday, the day when in each successive week we think 
of the Ascension, when the Lord returned to the Sanctuary 
above, and where He prepares a place for us, so that where 
He is there we may be also. The 'planting of His people in the 
mountain of His inheritance — that place to which He hath gone 
before — ^is a thought which must ever be in the Christian's 
mind each Thursday as it comes round, spoken, too, as the 
words of promise were on that other Thursday night (St. John 
xiv. 2), when so many deep truths were uttered."^ 

There is however a further application which this song has. 
We read in the Apocalypse of " that great city which spiritu- 
ally is called Sodom and Egypt," That "great city" is evi- 
dently either Christendom in general, or some country or city 

1 Literary Churchrmny Oct 12, 1872. 
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in which Christendom is to be regarded as headed up : Christ- 
endom in its corruption : the name " Egypt" pointing especially 
to such corruption as is more intellectual, as the name " Sodom" 
points to such as is more grossly sensual, and "Babylon" to 
corruption in general As therefore we learn that there is to 
be an " Egypt" in the latter days, so we learn that there will 
be an elect or chosen people to escape therefrom, and their 
escape, whether it is to be wrought through translation, or 
through death and resurrection, or through any other way, 
will be effected in the power of Christ's Resurrection-life. 
The Song before us, then, may be rehearsed in hope of such 
a final result. Perhaps its most appropriate liturgical use 
would be either on Maundy-Thursday or on the first Even- 
song of Easter, i.e. Evening Prayer on Easter Even. 



^^e &eeonli ^ong oC 9^o0e0. 



Dextterokomy xxxil 1-43. 



1 Give ear, ye heavens,* and I will speak : 
and let the earth hear** the words of my mouth. 

2 Let my doctrine drop^ as the rain, 
let my speech distil as the dew, 
as small rain upon herbage, 

and as showers upon grass : 

3 Because I am about to proclaim the name of the Lord, 
[and to say,] "Ascribe ye^^ greatness to our God !" 



* The heavens and earth are 
called to give audience as wit- 
nesses, which they are competent 
to be, by reason of their perma- 
nence ; and also, perhaps, because 
they would be instruments, in the 
Divine hand, for rewarding the 
Israelites if t&ey were faithful to 
the covenant, and punishing them 
if they proved unfaithful : causing 
plenty in the one case by the gift 
of seasonable rain, and famine in 
the other case by withholding it. 
Thus (as Rashi remarks, from 
whom this note is chiefly bor- 
rowed) the hand of the witnesses 



would be against the transgres- 
sor. 

** Better this than (as R V.) 
**hear, earth," for in that case 
we should have expected an im- 
perative, especially as an impera- 
tive has preceded in the previous 
line. 

^ This and the next future tense 
are best rendered by imperatives, 
as in each case the verb precedes 
its nominative. 

^ Not addressed to the heavens 
and the earth (as Aben Ezra 
thinks), but to all those in whose 
hearing the song might be recited. 
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II 



4 [As ioxY the Rock, His work [is] perfect, 
for all His ways [are] judgment :*^*^ 

a God of truth, and without iniquity, 
just and upright [is] He. 

5 [Every one] hath dealt corruptly with Him,<* [though 

he had] not [been dealt corruptly with] :® 
His children [have]' their own blot : 
[they are] a perverse and crooked^^ generation. 

6 [Is it] the Lord [whom] ye thus requite, 
foolish people and unwise ? 

[Is it] not He [Who is] thy father [that] begat »» thee ? 
[was it not] He [who] made^ thee and established thee ? 

7 Remember days of old : 

consider years of many generations : 

ask thy father, and he will show thee, 

[ask] thine elders, and they will say unto thee, 

8 " When the Most High gave nations their inheritance, 



* So Maurer. 

** i e. in perfect consistency with 
justice. tDfitS^ is used as almost 
synonymous wi1& p*7V in the com- 
mon phrase PXS\ tDfitS^ Hfi^. 

« So Maurer. T\rW Piel, "to 
oLct wickedly^ for the more fnU T\W 

Vyr\—EjL xxxii. 7 ; Deut. ix. 12, 

T T : 

xxxii 6."— Gresenius. Cf. also 
Num. xxxii 15. 

* This seems the best way of 
supplying the ellipsis. The Autho- 
rized Version is contrary to the 
accentuation. 

' Instances of omission of the 



verb "to have" are, Prov. xiii 7, 
XV. 14, xxvii 3. 

« Literally, "twisted," as a 
thread or cord. 

^ The verb is used in the same 
sense, Prov. viii 22, " The Lord 
begat Me [as] the beginning of His 
way," with reference to the eternal 
begetting of the Divine Wisdom, 
Who is the Second Person in the 
ever-blessed Trinity. 

* The verb probably occurs here 
in the sense of appointing ; like 
voi'fi<raPTif Heb. iii. 2. See also 
1 Sam. xii 6. 



12 
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" when He divided the children of men, 
" He was wont to appoint boundaries of peoples 
"with reference to the number of the children of 
Israel."^ 
9 For the Lord's portion [is] His people : 
Jacob [is] the cord of His inheritance. 

10 [When] He was wont to find him^ in a desert land, 
and in a waste place, the howling of a wilderness, 
[then] He was wont to surround him. He was wont to 

instnict him. 
He was wont to keep him as the apple of His own eye. 

11 As an eagle is wont to stir up her nest. 



^ Eashi explains this by com- 
paring the number of nations 
sprang from Noah with the num- 
ber of families sprung from Jacob, 
both which are given in Holy 
Scripture as seventy (Gen. x. ; Ex. 
i 5). And this, no doubt, is the 
main idea intended to be con- 
veyed. Israel was predestinated, 
as €k)d's election, to be the means 
of blessing to all the rest of the 
world ; and the several nations 
had their respective territories 
assigned them in Divine Provi- 
dence as might be most suitable 
for their reception of the blessing 
through the several individual Is- 
raelites. Such was the pre-emi- 
nence assigned to Israel in the 
Divine counsels. 

^ The difficulty arising from the 
use of this word is not solved by 
treating the word as if it were in 



the past tense instead of the fre- 
quentative future ; for if we render 
(as R v.), "He found him," the 
question will still remain. How 
could God be said to have found 
Israel in the wilderness, consider- 
ing that God not only had Himself 
led Israel thither, but was ever 
accompanying Israel in all his 
wanderings? The best explana- 
tion appears to be, that *'to find" 
here has somewhat of the meaning 
'*to light upon;" and that it is 
used in reference to the com- 
mencement of each several act of 
God's Providence towards Israel 
When God would put forth His 
power or His love in any spe- 
cial act towards His people. He 
found them each time in a place 
where was full scope for the 
manifestation of His gracious at- 
tributes. 
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is wont to flutter over her young, 

is wont to spread her wings [and] to take each of them 

[thereon], 
[yea,] is wont to bear each of them upon her feathers, 

12 [so] the Lord alone was wont to lead him, 
without there being with Him a strange god.^ 

1 3 He was wont to set him upon high places of the earth,"* 
so that he did eat the increase of the field ; 

and He made him suck honey from off the stony rock, 
and oil from flints of the rock," 

14 cheese of kine, and milk of sheep, 

with fat of lambs, and of rams the offspring of Bashan, 

and of he-goats, 
with fat of kidneys of wheat : 
and the strong drink** [which] thou wast wont to drink 

[was] the blood of the grape, 

15 But Jeshurun*^ waxed fat, and kicked : 



* There was no strange god as- 
sociated with Him in that work 
of guidance and other kindnesses 
which He discharged towards His 
people. He fulfilled it to them all 
by Himself, 

" This expression is used "be- 
canse the land of Israel is higher 
than all countries." — Mendels- 
sohn. 

■ "When it is said . . . *and 
oil out of the flinty rock,' it is 
evidently meant that they should 
have oil produced in abundance 
by olive-trees growing on flinty 
rocks ; and consequently, the suck- 



ing honey out of the rock should 
only mean their enjoying great 
quantities of honey produced by 
bees, that collected it from flowers 
grovnng anumg the rocks: for the 
rocky mountains of this country, 
it is well known, produce an 
abundance of aromatic plants pro- 
per for the purpose." — Harmer's 
Observations. 

^ Literally, fermented liquor ; 
the root si^iifying to boil or fer- 
ment. 

•• ** Jeshurun" is a term of en- 
dearment, probably formed from 
the word Israel; so Grotius. 
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thou didst wax fat, thou didst grow thick, thou wast 

covered [with fatness], 
and he forsook the God [Who] made him, 
and dealt foolishly^ with the Eock of his salvation. 

16 With strangers they were wont to make Him jealous, 
they were wont to provoke Him with abominations. 

1 7 They were wont to sacrifice unto lords [which were] 

not God,PP 
to gods whom they had not known, 
new gods [who] had come of late, *i 
whom their fathers had not dreaded. 

18 Of the Eock That bare thee thou art wont to be 

unmindful, 
and thou hast forgotten God That formed thee. 

19 And the Lord saw, and felt great' abhorrence, 
because of the provocation made by His sons and 

daughters. 

20 And He said, " I will hide My face from them, 
" I will see what their latter end will be : 

" for they are a most^ pervei'se generation, 
" children in whom is no faithfulness.* 

21 " They have made Me jealous with [what is] not God," 



p The Piel conjugation some- 
times expresses the manifesting 
towards a person the character 
implied in the root. See (e.g.) 
Lev. zix. 11, Isa. xxvi 10. 

^ So Aben Ezra and Mendels- 
sohn. 

•> Cf. Num. xxiv. 17. 

' The idea of intensity is con- 



veyed by the Piel form. 

" Plural of intensity. 

* ie. trustworthiness, as Men- 
delssohn understands it. Not 
that they did not trust God, but 
that Grod could not trust them. 
For the idea, cf. Ps. Ixxviii 9, 
57. 

So Kashi 
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" they have provoked Me with their vanities/ 

" and I will make them jealous with [what is] not a 

people, 
" I will provoke them with a foolish nation. 

22 " For a fire is kindled at Mine anger, 

" and it hath burned unto She6l beneath, 

" and hath devoured the earth and her produce, 

" and hath burned up the foundations of the mountains. 

23 " I will heap mischiefs upon them, 

" I will spend upon them Mine arrows. 

24 " [They shall be] lean^ with famine, and eaten up 

with fever, 
" and with bitter pestilence :^ 
" I will also send among them the tooth of the beast, 
" with venom of reptiles creeping in dust. 

25 " The sword shall bereave without, 
" and terror within ; 

[shall bereave] both young man and young woman, 
the suckling, with the man of grey hairs. 

26 " I said, I would scatter them into comers, 

"I would [even] make their remembrance to cease 
from among meni — 

27 " (were it not that I feared the passion of the enemy, 
" and lest their adversaries should refuse recognition/ 



it 
« 



' Le. with their idols — things marks, ^13^^ is the reverse of 

which are vain and empty. . . ' __ * 

• So Gesenius. '*"'?.• ^® meanmg is, lest the 

* So Gesenius. adversaries should refuse to recog- 
' Ebcplained by what foUows ^^ the hand of God in the 

immediately. As Aben Ezra re- calamities befalling Israel 
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" [and] lest they should say, ' Our high hand,yy 
" ' and not the Lord, hath wrought all this) ' — 

28 " For* they [are] a nation whose counsels are perishing,* 
'' neither is there any understanding in them. 

29 " that they had been wise, [that] they would con- 

sider this, 
" [and] understand [what wiU happen] in their latter 
end,^ [saying,] 

30 " * How should one chase a thousand, 
*' ' and two put ten thousand to flight, 
" ' except their Bock had sold® them, 

" ' and the Lord had delivered them up ? 

31 " * For their rock [is] not as our Rock : 

" ' but our enemies are executing judgment,^ 

32 " ' Because® their' vine*^ [cometh] of the vine of Sodom, 



^ This rendering is required by 
the accentuation. So also G.V. 

■ This * * for " introduces a reason 
why God might justly have done 
what in verse 26 He describes 
Himself as proposing. The HDn 
( * * they ") are Israel 

* Literally, ** a people perishing 
in regard of counsels ;" i.e. whose 
common sense is decaying. 

* SoOnkelos. Ot v. 20. 

" This word implies the giving 
of them up entirely, and so as to 
have nothing more to do with 
them. 

* Hardly as E. V. ; for the root 
^^Q seems to imply the idea of 
punishing. Of. 1 Sam. ii 25, 
Ps. cvi. 30, and the expression 
in Job xxxL 11. 



• This "because" introduces a 
reason why the enemies of Israel 
were allowed to be ministers of 
judgment upon him. Rashi, how- 
ever, takes this verse in connexion 
with V. 26, the "them" being one 
and the same party throughout. 

' The party here indicated by 
the pronoun "their," is the same 
as the one indicated in the pre- 
ceding line by the pronoun "our," 
viz. Israel, and the sense is much 
the same as if the line had run — 
' * because our vine, " etc. But the 
person is changed from the first 
to the third, because God is now 
again the speaker, as in the passage 
which began with "I will hide 
My face" {v, 20), and ends with 
v. 30. There is moreover another 
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*' ' and of the fields of Gomorrah, 

" ' their grapes [are] grapes of wormwood, 

" 'clusters of keenest bitterness^ [are] theirs, 

33 "' [and] their wine* [is] poison of great serpents, 
" ' and cruel [as] the venom of asps.' 

34 " "Is itJ not hidden with Me ? 

" [and] sealed up among My treasures ? 

55 " [do not] vengeance and recompence [belong] to Me, 
in the time [when]*^ their foot shall slip ? 
for the day of their calamity [is] near, 
and the things prepared for them make haste." 

36 For* the Lord will judge His people. 



« 



ti 



ft 



reason why the song should not 
have had ** our vine" in the pas- 
sage before us. It is indeed true 
that (as we have just said) the 
party indicated by the two pro- 
nouns is one and the same, viz., 
IsraeL This however is only true 
in one sense. The song was com- 
posed, and taught to Israel, that 
Israel in reciting it might bear 
witness against himself; but the 
actual reciters would be not the 
whole of Israel, but only a part, 
viz., the remnant who, while 
identifying themselves with their 
brethren in the matter of guilt, 
would be distinct from their breth- 
ren in the matter of repentance 
(ci Rom. ix. 6) ; and thus would 
ultimately be treated by God (cf . 
Ps. iv. 3) : those members of the 
Israelitish body who persevere in 
their disobedience and impenitence 



being at last cut off (cf. Rom. xi. 
8, etc. ) Now while the party in- 
dicated by the pronoun * * our" is the 
Israelitish body generaUy, the one 
indicated by the pronoun ** their" 
is the impenitent majority. 

« ie. the vine which they cul- 
tivate. 

•' Plural of intensity. 

* i.e. the wine which they make. 

^ The sense of tTv. 34, 35 is, 
**Are not vengeance and recom- 
pence My prerogatives ? and is not 
the manifestation of them pre- 
destinated ? and shaU it not take 
place when their foot sUppeth?" 
(i.e. in the time of Antichrist, 
after whom the Jews wiU run, 
John V. 43). 

i.e. the prerogative of exer- 
cising vengeance. 

^ So Mendelssohn and Maurer. 
The connexion wiU be readily 
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and will repent Himself concerning His servants, 
when He seeth that [their] power"" is gone, 
and [that there is] none [who is] strengthened** or made 
firm. 
37 And He will say, " Where are their gods, 
" the rock wherein they trusted,' 



understood when the considera- 
tions adduced in note above are 
borne in mind. The judgment 
spoken of in the verse before us is 
to be understood in the widest 
sense, as including two things 
which are to happen— ;/2r8^, the 
judgment which Grod will use 
towards His people, and the effects 
of which will be to sift the peni- 
tent from the impenitent, and 
eventually to destroy the latter 
while the former remain; and 
necondly, the judgment which will 
pass upon the world without, as 
soon as the purification of God's 
people has been accomplished, 
which judgment will be a plead- 
ing the cause of God's penitent 
elect against His enemies and 
theirs. The most signal verifica- 
tion of all this is yet to be seen ; 
it will be when God's judgments 
(which are proceeding now) have 
run their course upon the Israel- 
itish nation, and when those who 
will repent have repented (i.e. 
eventually the whole number of 
Israelites who will then be alive, 
Rom. xi. 26, 32), and God there- 
upon makes Jerusalem a burden- 
some stone for all the heathen 



around, and causes His sore judg- 
ments to overtake them in their 
turn. (See Isa. zzix. 1-8 ; Zech. 
xii. — xiv. 5. ) The word however, 
which we have rendered "For," 
may also be rendered "Surely." 
And another rendering of the first 
two lines of v, 36 may be, ** For 
the Lord will judge His people : 
And He will repent Himself con- 
cerning His servants, when," etc. : 
the "when" referring only to the 
line immediately preceding it. 

» LiteraUy, "hand." 

■' The root IVy seems to imply 
the idea of binding, for (as Gesenius 
says) its primary idea is that of 
surrounding, enclosing, and it is 
moreover akin to the roots *1TK> 
IDK. Thus it comes to involve 
the idea of strength: "cf. the 

Arab, .t to be strong, robust, 

conj. ii. to gird, conj. iii to 
strengthen, to aid." — (G«s. Lex. 
s. V. ITK.) Cf. also Hos. vii. 15, 
where binding and strengthening 
are spoken of as almost synony- 
mous. 

° nry to fortify, Neh. iii. 8, 
referred to by Kashi as justifying 
the rendering in the text. 
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38 " which were wont to eat the fat of their sacrifices, 
" [and] to drink the wine of their drink-oflfering ? 

" let them arise and help you, 

*' let itP be [for] a protection over you. 

39 " See now that I, [even] I, [am] He : 

" and [that] there is no God with Me : 
[that it is] I [Who] am wont to kill, and to make alive ; 
[that when] I have dashed in pieces, then [it is] I 
[Who] am wont to heal : 
" and [that there is] none that delivereth from out of 
My hand. 

40 " For I am wont to lift up Mine hand unto heaven, 
" and have said, ' [As surely as]^ I live' for ever, 

41 *"I will, when" I have whetted the lightning of My 

sword, 
" ' and Mine hand shall take hold of judgment,' 
" ' render vengeance to Mine adversaries, 
" ' and repay them that hate Me. 

42 " ' I will make Mine arrows drunk with blood, 
" * and My sword shall eat flesh, 

" ' from the blood of the slain and of the captives, 
" * from the hairy* head of the enemy.' " 

43 Shout aloud, ye nations ! [and] His people ! 



p Le. the ** rock," the false Whom any objectively real oath 

deity. can be made." Cf. Heb. vi. 13. 

'^ So Aben Ezra and Mendels- " So Maurer. 

sohn ; also Keil (on Hab. iii. 8. 9). ■ Judgment is here spoken of as 

' q.d. This is the form of the a weapon whereof the hand takes 

oath which is made by Me ; not hold. 

"As Ood liveth," but "As / * So Cassel (on Judges v. 2). 

live. I am the only One by The root JHD occurs Lev. xiii. 45. 
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for He will avenge the blood of His servants, 
and will repay vengeance to His adversaries, 
and will grant atonement to His land, [and] His 
people. 



We have, in regard of this sublime ode, what we have not 
in regard of any other Old Testament canticle, viz., express 
information as to the main object for which it was composed. 
The objects which the Holy Ghost had in view when He 
inspired holy men to indite other sacred songs we are left to 
infer from the contents of those songs. With regard, how- 
ever, to the present song, we read : — " The Lord said unto 
Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers ; and this 
people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the 
strangers of the land whither they go to be among them, and 
will forsake Me, and break My covenant which I made with 
them. Then My anger shall be kindled against them in that 
day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from 
them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils 
and troubles shall befall them : so that they will say 
in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our 
God is not among us 1 And I will surely hide My face in 
that day, for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in 
that they are turned unto other gods. Now therefore write 
ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel : put 
it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for Me 
against the children of Israel. For when I shall have brought 
them into the land which I sware unto their fathers, that 
floweth with milk and honey, and they shall have eaten, and 
filled themselves, and waxen fat ; then will they turn unto 
other gods, and serve them, and provoke Me, and break My 
covenant. And it shall come to pass, when many evils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify against 
them as a witness ; for it shall not be forgotten out of the 
mouths of their seed : for I know their imagination which 
they go about even now before I have brought them into the 
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land which I sware."^ And it is added, "Moses therefore 
wrote this song the same day, and taught it the children of 
Israel. . . . And Moses spake in the ears of all the congrega- 
tion of Israel the words of this song, until they were ended." ^ 
The contents of the song are answerable to what we are 
thus told about it. The question however occurs. How far 
down in history is the song meant to apply % does it reach 
only to the end of the period of the judges? or to the 
Babylonish captivity? or is the great national sin of 
Israel included, the crucifixion of the Son of God ? Clearly 
the terms of v. 18 may refer to this. And when we 
take into account the words of v, 43, we find this re- 
ference to be required almost of necessity. The first line 
of that verse, " Kejoice, ye nations ! [and] His people 1 " so 
well paraphrased by the Apostle — " Rejoice, ye nations ! with 
His people," — has never been fulfilled even yet, and will not 
be fulfilled until Israel as a nation are converted, and are thus 
admitted to " rejoice in the gladness of God's nation."* Be- 
fore Christ came, the nations mourned, but Israel rejoiced : 
from the time of the setting up of God's kingdom in the 
Christian Church, the nations have rejoiced, and Israel has 
mourned. But when the rebelliousness of Israel has reached 
its final culmination in their running after Antichrist,* and 
when in consequence their punishments also have reached 
their culmination, followed, or rather interrupted, by Israel's 
repentance, — ^when they look upon Him whom they pierced,^ 
then in the millennial kingdom both the Church, mainly com- 
posed of Gentiles, will rejoice in her glory, and Israel wiir 
rejoice with her. Thus the application of the song, being 
seen to extend far beyond the present times, must be imder- 
stood to include a reference to the entire course of Israel's 
rebellions : and therefore, of course, inclusively, to that signal 
rejection of God which was wrought upon the person of the 
Incarnate Son. What the Lord said in reference to the in- 
fliction of pain and death by the Jews upon His disciples was 
at least equally true in reference to their infliction of * the like 



1 Dent. xxxi. 16-21. 2 Deut. xxxi. 22, 30. » Pg. cvi. 6. 

* John V. 43. * Zech. xa 10 ; Rev. i. 7. 
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upon Himself — " These things will they do unto you, because 
they have not known the Father, nor Me."^ What a com- 
ment is this upon i;. 1 8 of the song before us ! 

The song, then, was composed by Moses, and taught to the 
Israelites, in order that it might be a witness against them in 
case they sinned in any of these ways. We may, however, 
safely assert that this could not have been the only object for 
which it was composed. Had it been composed merely for 
the purpose just named, it would certainly have stopped short 
with the declaration of God's past mercies and of Israel's in- 
gratitude ; or at least, with the account of the punishment 
which was to come upon them in consequence. Whereas in 
point of fact, we find that it contains anticipations of mercies 
yet in store, and which, being evidently subsequent to the 
punishment, mtist necessarily imply a repentance, and that, 
too, "unto salvation not to be repented of."^ 

It is clear then that in the lips of the Israelites the song 
must have been meant to suit any condition whatever in 
which they might find themselves. When using it before 
they fell nationally into sin, it would be an act of praise and 
thanksgiving towards God, and likewise of solemn reflection 
with regard to themselves : for they would be not only re- 
hearsing the benefits which God had done for them, but re- 
minding themselves before Him of the danger in which they 
were, of falling away and being unfaithful. When again 
they had fallen, as Moses foretold them that they would, and 
when the punishments mentioned in the song were upon 
them, the song would be in their lips an act of confession — 
of acknowledgment that their calamities came from God, and 
of faith that God's love had not failed, but that His covenant, 
though broken by them, remained unbroken so far as regarded 
Him. 

The first part of the song sets forth those attributes of God 
which bear most especially upon the relations subsisting be- 
tween Himself and His elect ; and upon those dealings where- 
by He would make Himself known. " He is the Rock," firm 
and unchangeable, to whom His elect may safely trust. " His 

1 John xvi. 3. 8 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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work is perfect " — not failing of the end which he had in 
mind when He planned it. " For all His ways are judgment : " 
in carrying out His work He discriminates between the good 
and the evil, between the true and the false : and all the 
more so, because He is " a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and upright." And having thus set forth the character 
of God as shown towards His elect, the song proceeds to set 
forth the character and conduct which His elect would display 
towards Him : a corruption for which they and they alone 
would be blameable. 

The rest of the song, from v. 6 to the end, is but a setting 
forth of these same things in detail. God's people, it is 
declared, have always been in His eye from the very first 
time that the human family has been subdivided into nations. 
And the territories which God assigned in His Providence for 
the several tribes, as they parted off one by one from .the 
earlier stock, were all marked out by Him with reference to 
the wants of those individual persons who should make up 
the nation of Israel : that same nation being set apart as 
God's own special portion. Hereupon naturally followed 
special mercies to that nation as soon as it was in existence : 
guidance and protection and support whenever it was in cir- 
cumstances of perplexity, danger, or privation : and at last, 
exaltation and prosperity in the highest known degree. 

While, however, enjoying this prosperity, the chosen nation 
would depart from its God, and set up for itself other objects 
of worship and trust : thus behaving ungratefully towards God, 
and foolishly towards itself. Then God would necessarily 
visit His people with His sore judgments : first giving them 
over to blindness of heart, and making Himself known to 
the Gentiles instead, cutting His elect oft' from His olive-tree, 
and grafting in uncircumcised Gentiles in their place,— and 
then sending upon His ancient people all those awful tem- 
poral judgments which had been denoimced in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy. 

Verse 21, "I will make them jealous with what is not a 
people, I will provoke them with a foolish nation," is ex- 
plained by St. Paul thus : " Through their fall salvation is 
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come to the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy."^ He 
had given, shortly before, a direct quotation from the song : 
" First, Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them 
that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you :"^ 
meaning, that the knowledge of God would be taken from 
Israel and given to Gentiles. 

The latter part of the song is to all appearance ambiguous 
in one respect, viz., as to who the adversaries are on whom 
the vengeance — the vengeance for God's servants — is described 
as coming. And probably the ambiguity is designed; lest 
any party in the outward company of God*s people should 
thmk themselves secure by the mere virtue of their belonging 
to that company outwardly : the truth being that in so far as 
any party whatever persecutes any of God's faithful servants, 
God will account that same party among the number of His 
adversaries. This was true when Gentiles persecuted the 
Jewish nation : it has been true as often as the Christian 
Church, or any part of her, has persecuted those who testified 
against her corruptions : it wiU be true when the greater part 
of the Christian Church, having joined the party of Anticlmst, 
persecute, in the Great Tribulation, the remnant who abide 
faithful to God and Christ : and it will be true when the 
literal Israel also, turning at the last moment from Antichrist 
to their true Messiah the Son of David, vrill undergo their 
share of the same tribulation at the hands of the man of sin, 
whom, coming in his own name, they had at first received. 
Then vrill they answer practically to the call in v. 39, when 
they look unto Him they had pierced, and see that He is indeed 
God of Gody Light of Light, very God of very God. 

We have said that one part of the song will be true in re- 
ference to the Christian Church. But indeed there can be no 
doubt of its having such an application from beginning to end. 
Passing by the statement made by St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, that the history of Israel in the wilderness happened 
in the way of type,* there can be no doubt but the character 
of Israel after the flesh has been reproduced in the Christian 
Church. The Israelitish nation, having been brought through 

1 Rom. xi. 11. a Rom. x. 19. « 1 Cor. x. 11. 
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the waters of the Red Sea, had a hope set before it, to wit, 
the hope of being brought into Canaan : and with a view to 
being brought to the attainment thereof, it was put under the 
guidance of Moses. And had the nation submitted to that 
guidance, it might have attained its hope within a compara- 
tively short time after leaving Egypt. In point of fact, how- 
ever, the nation fell away through unbelief — deemed the 
attainment of its hope an impossible thing — and said, " Let 
us make a captain, and let us return unto Egypt." ^ On 
account of which they were permitted to wander up and 
down the Sinaitic peninsula for forty years in a scattered 
state, under the guidance, not of Moses, but of the several 
tribe-chiefs ;2 the Levites aJone remaining with the Tabernacle 
in its several movements. 

The history of the Christian Church affords a tolerably 
exact paralleL Brought through the waters of Baptism on 
that great Day of Pentecost whereon the Spirit had come 
down, she was put under the guidance of the Apostleship, in 
the hope of being speedily brought to the glory of the resur- 
rection-life and the dignity of reigning with Christ over this 
earth. And had the Church allowed Apostles to lead her 
on to her perfection, she might have been ready for the pro- 
mised kingdom, and the Lord might in consequence have 
come and taken His Bride to Himself before the Apostles 
had time to die — ^as St. Paul evidently hoped, and taught his 
converts to hope. But in point of fact the Church refused 
to be so brought on in the Lord's ways and by His directly 
appointed ministers : she contended with them^ — she dis- 
puted with them* — she despised them^ — she pretended to 
sit in judgment on them® — she accounted them as enemies 
when they told her the truth of Christ^ — she turned away 
from them® — she even excommunicated their adherents.® 
Soon there followed an unbelieving renunciation of the true 



1 Num. 3dv. 4. 

3 See Kurtz, Eiei. o/the Old Covenant, vol. iii. pp. 800, etc. ; (English transl.) 
» Acts XL 2. * Acts XV. 2. » 2 Cor. x. 10. 

• 1 Cor. ix. 3 ; 2 Con xiit 8. ^ Gal. iv. 16. « 2 Tim. 1. 15. 

» 8 John 9, 10. 
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Christian hope : " the kingdom of the resurrection is too high 
a thing for us to think of attaining as we are :" and therefore 
there was substituted for it, in attempt at least, a hope of 
being taken to the Lord at death. What wonder then that 
the Apostleship should have been withdrawn, and the com- 
pany of the baptized left to the guidance of the chiefs of her 
several tribes, i.e. diocesan bishops : under whose guidance 
she has continued unto this day. 

Nor have what may be called perhaps the other sins of 
Israel been without their reproduction in the history of the 
Christian Church. Notably the sin of Korah — denial of a 
special priesthood, on the ground of the sanctity and priestly 
character of the congregation in general — ^has been reproduced 
by the Protestant sects. Passing by, however, the sins com- 
mitted by Israel in the wilderness, because the sins chiefly 
contemplated in the song are those committed in their after 
history — and which typify sins committed subsequently to 
the Church's being made to sit in the heavenly places, — ^we 
cannot help remarking upon the gross idolatry into which the 
great bulk of the Christian Church has fallen — the giving 
divine honour first to saints and angels, and then actually 
to pictures or images of them or of the Lord, and even to 
the figure of the cross. ^ And in many cases too it is to be 
feared that Christians, like Israel of old, " being ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the right- 
eousness of God :"^ against which sin we are (as St. Paul 
teaches us) mystically warned in one of those very chapters^ 
which are in close connexion with the song before us. 

From the above remarks it will be evident what force the 
song has in Christian mouths. To us, as to Israel of old, it is 

1 Extract from the introductory rubric in the Order for receiving an Emperor with a 
procession, in the Rom^in Pontifical:—**. . . . The procession precedes the Emperor 
immediately, the person who carries the sword before the Emperor riding immediately 
after the chief dignitary in the procession. If, however, the Emperor is received by an 
Apostolic Legate, or enters the city at the same time with him, .... then the person 
who carries the sword before the Emperor, and the other person who carries the Legate's 
cross, ought to go side by side. The Legate's cross will be on the right, becavM divine 
worship (latria) is due to it, and the Emperor's sword on the left." 

« Rom. X. 3. « Deut xxx. 12-14 ; cf. Rom. x. 4-10. 
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a warning, a testimony against us ; but to us, as to them, it 
may be a form for confessing past sins, and then likewise for 
rendering praise in anticipation of m^ercies yet to come, and 
which will be verified in very deed when the purifying 
judgments shall have wrought their appointed end, and the 
Church, humbled, penitent, and circumcised in heart with the 
true circumcision of the Spirit, shall be made a channel of 
blessing, and so a cause of joy, to all the rest of the universe. 
With regard to the song's forming a part of the Lauds 
office for Saturday (the Sabbath) both in the Sarum and 
Roman Breviaries, a modern writer remarks " on its fitness 
for Saturday use, as the last great utterance of the Leader 
who had brought the Chosen People through the perils of the 
wilderness, and was now leaving them on the very verge of 
the Promised Land :— the sins and the dangers of the wU- 
demess over, the 'Rest* of Canaan near."^ In the Greek 
Church, the song having in it so much of denunciation, is 
used in the Lauds office for Tuesdays in Lent. 

1 Literary Churchman, Oct. 12, 1872. 
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Judges v, 2 to end. 



2 [0 ye that had part]** in the wild-growing locks^ 
[which were] in Israel ! 
[0 ye that had part] in the peoples'*' self-devotion ! 



* We call this poem the Song of 
Deborah, rather than of Deborah 
and Barak, because although Barak 
joined her in singing it, she was its 
only human composer. Cf. w. 7, 
12 : and the expression ' * my heart'' 
in V, 9. 

•* We cannot help explaining 
this verse from v, 9. 

» "jne is undoubtedly (as in 

Arabic) the hair of the head, and 
more particularly the long, waving 
hair, the conuif as appears from 
Ezek. xliv. 20. TiSjHB is its plural 

form, and is used in Deut. xxxiL 
42, where blood is spoken of as 
flowing down from the hairy head. 
. . . Hence the verb JHB . . . 

- T 

signifies "to make loose," **to 
allow to become wild," as when 
the hair flies wild and loose about 
the neck ; wherefore it is said of 
Aaron (Ex. xxxiL 25) that he had 
caused the people nJriB, ** to grow 

wild," and of the people that they 



"had grown wild" (JHS). The 

circumstances under which the 
hair was allowed to grow are well 
known. The person who makes a 
vow, who would be holy unto Grod, 
is directed (Num. vi 5) to let his 

hair grow (JHB 7^^). . . . The 

• 

present occasion for this observ- 
ance arose . . . when the people 
consecrated themselves, devoted 
themselves ... to Grod, — the 
people, namely, who gave heed to 
the voice of Deborah, and placed 
themselves in the position of one 
who called himself holy unto God. 
Israel, through disobedience, had 
fallen into servitude. Those who 
followed Barak had faith in Ood ; 
upon the strength of this faith they 
hazarded their lives. They de- 
voted themselves wholly as a 
sacrifice to God." — Lange. 

• '* The people " here are not the 
nation^ either in general, or as re- 
presented in one or two tribes ; 
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bless ye the Lord ! 

3 Hear/*' ye kings ! give ear, ye princes !^ 
I, even 1^^^ am about to sing unto the Lord : 

I am about to make melody imto the Lord, the God 
of Israel. 

4 ®Ii0RD, when Thou wentest forth from Seir, 



but simply the army ; as so often 
in the O. T. : e.g. 1 Sam. xv. 9. 

" "Hear," that ye may foUow 
my example and leading. 

^ The parties here addressed 
must necessarily be kings and 
princes of Chntile nations. The 
Holy Ghost wiU therefore have to 
be understood as referring chiefly 
to times when Gkntile nations 
would be brought within the 
sound of Grod's praise, sung in the 
company of His people. 

** **I," weak, feeble woman as 
I am. 

* In endeavouring to answer 
the question which necessarily 
occurs here, viz. what connexion 
VI7. 4, 5 have with what foUows, 
we may observe that a clue is 
evidently afforded us in Ps. Ixviii. , 
in the beginning of which we have 
a passage (w. 8, 9 in the Hebrew) 
to aU present purposes the same 
as the passage now before us. 
Now in that passage of the Psalm 
are celebrated the progresses or 
processions of God, and the results 
of His being present with His 
people : and thus, first, that pro- 
gress through the wilderness which 
was accompanied by manifesta- 



tions of the terrible character de- 
scribed. And it is to be noted 
that the mention of Sinai there is 
only incidental, and because of 
the Psalmist's having to cite an 
instance in iUustration of his 
subject : for the expression is, not 
"when Thou camest down on 
Mount Sinai," but "when Thou 
didst march through the wilder- 
ness." This therefore rules the 
meaning of the passage in the 
song before us, from which the 
passage in the Psalm is borrowed : 
and we must understand Deborah 
as celebrating, in poetic language, 
the awful majesty in which God 
so often manifested Himself as 
coming for the blessing of His 
people : which manifestations be- 
gan, in this particular form, when 
God went out of Seir, when He 
marched out of the fields of Edom : 
i.e. when His glory seemed to 
pass from that quarter of the hori- 
zon in which Seir and Edom lay, 
to the top of Mount Sinai. An- 
other of the same manifestations 
was when God cast down great 
hailstones from heaven upon the 
hosts of those kings who were con- 
federate against Joshua. 
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when Thou didst march from the fields^ of Edom, 
the earth trembled ; the heavens also dropped, 
the clouds also dropped water. 

5 The mountains melted* from before the Lord, 

[even] Sinai itself** from before the Lord, the God of 
Israel. 

6 In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, 
in the days of Jael,*^ 

highways ceased [to be used], 

and travellers walked through byways. 

7 Open villages ceased [to be], 
[even] in Israel they ceased, 
until that I Deborah arose, 
that I arose a mother 8^ in Israel. 

8 When new gods are chosen,^ 
then [will] war [be in] the gates ; 
will there be seen a shield or spear 
among forty thousand in Israel ? 

9 My heart [saith] to the lawgivers of Israel, 

" ye among the people who devote yourselves. 



-LiteraUy, "field." 

' i.e. melted into liquid. In 
reference to time past, this is evi- 
dently a poetical hyperbole ; but 
it will doubtless have a literal ful- 
filment hereafter. 

" This seems to be the force of 
nt here and in Ps. Ixviii. 9 (Heb. ) ; 
and perhaps also in civ. 25 (Heb. ). 



* ie. apparently, from the days 
of Shamgar to the days of Jael. 

« The reference is probably to 
Barak, whose mother Deborah 
claims to be ; even as she brings 
up in opposition the mother of 
Sisera in v. 25. 

^ Literally, " [when onej chooses 
new gods." 
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" bless the Lord ! 

10 " [Ye] that ride on white asses, 
" sitting on cloths/ 

" and [ye] that walk by the way, speak !" 

11 By reason of the noise of clattering cogs^ in^ the 

places of drawing water, 
there must men celebrate the kindnesses of the 
Lord, 



* These " cloths " are evidently 
cloths used as saddles. ''The 
saddles of asses, so often mentioned 
in Scripture, . . . were doubtless 
. . . merely a mat or quilted 
cloth, such as are still seen in the 
East, although a kind of pad is 
also now in use." — Kitto's Pic- 
torial Bible, Num. xxiii. 24. In 
this verse two classes of travellers 
are described, riders and walkers : 
in other words, rich and poor. 
l"\0 is the plural of *1D garment, 

cloth. 

J We conjecture the Hebrew 
word to be onomatopoetic, signi- 
fying the clattering cogs of the 
wheels which formed part of the 
apparatus for raising water, as de- 
scribed under the head of ''The 
Sakiyeh, or Persian wheel," in 
Smith's Diet, of the Bible, s.v. 
Well (voL iii. p. 17436). It can 
hardly signify " archers," as there 
would be no particular reason for 
specifying the noise of such 
enemies ; and we should rather 
have expected the weci/p(mi of 
archers to be specified. "The 



sackiyeh mainly consists of a verti- 
cal wheel, which raises the water 
in earthen pots attached to cords, 
and forms a continuous series ; a 
second vertical wheel, fixed to the 
same axis, with cogs, and a large 
horizontal cogged wheel, which 
being turned by a pair of cows, or 
bulls, or by a single breast, puts in 
motion the former wheels and pots. 
The construction of the machine 
is of a very rude kind, and in 
motion produces a disagreeable 
creaking noise." — Lane's Modem 
Egyptians, cited in Kitto's Pic- 
torial Bible, vol. iii. p. 179a. If 
the above is the true rendering, the 
meaning is, that whereas in the 
times of hostile invasion people 
were obliged to draw water steal- 
thily, in buckets raised by the 
hand, lest the noise of the lifting 
machines should attract the noise 
of the enemy, now that all such 
causes for fear are removed, the 
noise of the machines is heard 
again. 

^ For. this sense of p!3, cf. Zech. 
xiii. 6. 



32 



THE SONG OF DEBORAH, 



[even] His kindnesses towards His open villages in 

Israel: 
now^ are™ the people of the Lord rulers'* in the gates. ^ 

1 2 Up, up, Deborah ! 
up, up, utter a song ! 
arise, Barak, 

and lead away thy captives, thou son of Abinoam ! 

13 Now will He make a remnant to rule over nobles [as 

over] a people : 
the Lord will make me to rule over the mighty ones. 

14 ®®From out of Ephraim their rootP [will lise] against 

Amalek :Pp 
after thee [there will rise,] Benjamin, [a root] against^ 
thy [hostile]' nations : 



The word TK is clearly used 
here in a somewhat loose sense : 
as signifying * * from the time which 
began with the deliverance just 
mentioned.'' Gf. also Job iii. 13, 
where we have nfiy in the parallel 
clause. 

" With this use of the past tense 

compare the past tense in 1^ 'n» 
Ps. xciii. etc. 

' The verb TT' is here con- 
sidered as cognate to n^^ ; as !3t('' 

is to nnx, ]/?"* to nyfj, and fjjr to 

** ie. Israel is under the juris- 
diction of Israelitish judges, and 
not of aliens. 

*» This verse is thus rendered by 
Canon Cook : — "Of Ephraim came 



down those whose root is in Mount 
Amalek ; after thee (0 Ephraim) 
cam^ Benjamin amongst thypeople; 
of Machir there came down the 
chiefs, and of Zebulun, they that 
handle the staff of the officer. " 

p ie. the root of the remnant 
mentioned in v, 13. 

^ Lange notices that in the land 
of Ephraim there was a remnant 
of Amalek (Judges xii 15). 

1 This meaning of 2 is ruled by 
the meaning which the same par- 
ticle has in the previous line. 

' That the idea of hostility is 
necessarily involved, appears from 
the context : * thy nations ' mean- 
ing *the nations against whom 
thou art engaged in warfare : ' as 
we might say in English, * each 
knocked down his man,* 
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from out of Machir and from out of Zebulun are ruling' 

lawgivers 
drawing forth the rod of the scribe.* 

15 For the princes" [that were] in Issachar [were] with 

Deborah, 
yea, Issachar [was]°° the stay^ of Barak : 
he^ was sent free* on foot into the valley. 

By Eeuben's streams ^ 

great [were] the thoughts of heart, yy 

16 Why abodest thou amongst the sheep-folds, 
to hear the pipings of the flocks ? 

At Beuben's streams 

great [were] the searchings of heart, ^^ 

17 Gilead* dwelt beyond Jordan ; 

and [as for] Dan, why did he sojourn [in] ships ?• 
Asher abode on the sea-shore. 



* See above, notes " and *. Barak, when that chieftain threw 

* ie. not (as E.V.) the pen of l^imseH into the vaUey."— Lange. 
the writer, but the wand borne as ' " He " may be either Issachar 
a badge of office by Ae officer who ®' Barak. 

mustered the army. So Cook. * ie. he was free to charge and 

•ie. princely men. Cf.thede. P^:«ie : there was no impediment 

scription of Gideon's brethren, "^ a^!?"* ^ xv 

Judges viii la ^ ' So Maurer and others. 

r^ « x^ i. X ,^ yy Both the "thoughts of heart" 

"OiV^ "yea, they of Issachar j^ ^ ^^^ ^^ the Searchings of 

[werej . . . j^^^„ .^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ serious 

-Literally, "foundation," "base- considerations and reflections 

ment." So Maurer. "|3 signi- which were gone through by the 

fies the base, the pedestal (cf. Ex. Eeubenites, before they could 

XXX. 18); and in truth Issachar make up their minds whether to 

was this for the whole battle. It join Barak or not. 

was fought on his territory, and ' ie. Gad. 

his men formed the reserve of * '' The old expositors explain 

C 



34 



THE SONG OF DEBORAH, 



and dwelt in his ravines.^ 

18 Zebulun [was] a people [that] despised their lives' 
for death ; so [was] Naphtali : 

on the country-height.* 

1 9 Kings came, they fought : 

then there fought kings of Canaan 

at Taanach [and] by the waters of Megiddo ; 

[kings who] took no money-gain.® 

20 There was fighting* from heaven : 



that *Dan had shipped his goods 
and chattels in order to cross the 
Jordan.' But this is less simple 
than the supposition that Dan, 
like 2^bulun, was engaged with 
the Phoenicians (Tyre) in mari- 
time commerce, or at least pre- 
tended to be, as a reason for re- 
fusing Barak's summons. " — Lange. 
Canon Cook notes (Speaker's 
CJommentaiy in loco) that Joppa 
was in the tribe of Dan (Joshua 
xix. 46). 

* "Bavines," where the cliflfs 
are broken, seems a preferable 
rendering to *' bays ;" because the 
shore is not necessarily broken J;>y 
a bay. The territory- of Asher 
too, while having only one bay, 
abounds in ravines. 

* LiteraUy, "hissouL" 

* ie. the wild height of Tabor, 
down which they charged the 
enemy. 

* "This is usually understood 
only of the booty, which the 
enemy hoped to obtain, but failed 
to get. But the troops of Zebulun 



and Naphtali can scarcely have 
appeared to promise a booty rich 
in money. It is therefore pro- 
bable that the meaning of the 
prophetess includes something 
else. We know from instances of 
later times, that when the people 
did not feel themselves strong 
enough to cope with a threatening 
enemy, they sought to buy him 
off with money. Thus, in the 
reign of Behoboam, Shishak, king 
of Egypt, took away all the 
treasures of the temple (1 Kings 
xiv. 26). Asa gave all the re- 
maining gold and silver to Ben- 
hadad of Damascus (1 Kings zv. 
18). Menahem collected a large 
amount of money in order to per- 
suade the king of Assyria to turn 
back (2 Kings xv. 20). Sisera 
was not so successful He neither 
obtained composition-money be- 
fore the campaign, nor did he se- 
cure any booty after it." — ^Lange. 
' LiteraUy, "[they] fought" 
But the nominative is D''1313n 
below. 
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the stars from their courses 
fought against Sisera. 

21 The torrent Kishon swept them away, 

that forestalling torrent, 8^ the torrent Kishon. 
(Tread on, my soul, [in] strength !) 

22 Then the hoofs of the horses smote [the ground] 

by reason of the galloping, the galloping of his * stout 
ones. 



23 " Curse ye Meroz," said the angel of the Lord, 
" Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, 

" because they came not to the help of the Lord, 
" to the help of the Lord, against the mighty." 

24 Thanked^ above [other] women shall be Jael 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, 

thanked shall she be above women in the tent.^ 



*LiteraUy, "the torrent of 
forestaUings (or, of anticipa- 
tions) ;" ie. by which the enemy 
was forestaUed or anticipated. 
"Doling the winter and spring, 
and after sadden storms of rain, 
the upper part of the Kishon flows 
with a very strong torrent ; so 
strong, that in the battle of Mount 
Tabor, April 16, 1799, some of the 
circumstances of the defeat of 
Sisera were reproduced, many of 
the fugitive Turks being drowned 
in the wady from Deburieh (Daber- 
ath), which then inimdated a part 
of the plain (Burckhardt, 339). 
At the same seasons the ground 
about L^un (Megiddo), where the 
principal encoimter with Sisera 



would seem to have taken place, 
becomes a morass, impassable for 
even single travellers, and truly 
destructive for a huge horde like 
his army (Prokesch, in Rob. ii. 
364; Thomson, L, A B, 436)."— 
Smith's Dkt: of the Bible, s.v. 
Kishon, the rivbb. 

^ So Oassel, in Lange: as pre- 
viously Maurer. 

* Le. Sisera's : he having been 
mentioned in v. 20. The descrip- 
tion here is of the flight o{ Sisera's 
forces. There is an irony in the 
use of the term " stout ones. ** 

i So 2 Sam. xiv. 22. 

^ This is explained by some to 
mean nomadic women ; by others, 
chaste, ry)dest, women. 
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25 He asked water — she gave milk : 

she brought [him] cream^ in a lordly bowl. 

26 She would put forth her hand to the pin,° 
and her right hand to the toiler's mallet/ 

and she would smite Sisera ; she smote through his 

head, 
and would strike and pierce through his temples. 

27 Between her feet he writhed, he fell down, he lay : 
between her feet he writhed, he fell down : 
where he writhed, there he fell down overcome.^ 

28 There looked out and cried, through the window, 
the mother of Sisera, through the lattice — 

" Why is his chariot so long in coming ? 
" why tarry the wheels of his chariots ?" 

29 Of the wise ones ^ among her ladies [each] answered 

her, 



* The word HKlDn properly 
means not only butter, but also 
cheese, and (as here) cream ; for 
evidently what Jael brought Sisera 
was something to be drunk rather 
than eaten. 

■ Literally, "inanoble*sbowl:" 
i.e. a bowl such as nobles use. 

» Not "nail," but "pin" of 
the tent, which held down the 
tent-cord to the ground. 

• The "toilers' mallet" was, 
of course, one which it required 
toil to use. 

p "The terms employed (j^TO, 

pntD, D/H) are such as cause us to 
hear the blows of the hammer, 



soimding repeatedly, till she 
finishes her work. What a terri- 
ble picture ! . . . The smitten 
chieftain draws himself together, 
he seeks to rise, and falls back. 
Twice more he writhes convulsive- 
ly, and dies." — ^Lange. As to 
*7*7^, the root signifies "to be 
powerful: " hence ^K^, "my Lord," 

misrendered " the Almighty," and 
probably also DHK^, "lords," ie. 

false deities. 

1 Le. soothsayers. Gf. Jer. ix. 
16. The plural nominative with 
singular verb, to imply "each 
one among • « • " is common 
enough. 
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yea, she returned answer to herself, — 

30 " Would they not find prey [and] divide spoil ? 
"embroidery on both sides for the head of [each] 

man? 
" for Sisera a prey of dyed garments, 
■■ a prey of dyed gannents [with] broidery, 
"a dyed garment [with] broidery on both sides, 

[belonging] to the necks of the spoil ?"^ 

31 So let all Thine enemies perish, Lord ! 

while they that love Him [are] as when the sun goeth 
forth in his might. 



It is a question among the students of sacred history, 
whether Deborah and Barak were or were not contemporaries 
of Joshua ; and whether the Jabin mentioned in the Book of 
Judges is or is not the same as the Jabin who had been men- 
tioned in the Book of Joshua. Into this question it is not 
necessary for our present purpose that we should go ; and it 
is, moreover, a question on which, probably, students will 



^ * In interpreting the phrase 
D^HDin Dm, we must needs 
notice, as certainly afifording a clue 
to accoracy herein, that the dua- 
lity of DTIDm is parallel to the 
duality of DTlDp*! below. If 
therefore we interpret the latter 
as implying *^ on both sides," in 
description of a particular kind of 
embroidery, we must adopt a 
similar interpretation in regard of 

D''nDrn. similarly, K^l? is par- 
allel to nKI^ : and thus, if "nw^ 
means "belonging to the necks," 



t^*li' must mean "belonging to 
the head," or "for the head." 
Drn may be considered as cog- 
nate to nD|!>*1, and of similar 

meaning. Among instances of 
words in which n and p appear as 
interchangeable, may be mention- 
ed 3Vn and 3Vp ; HVH and HVp ; 
yvn and yVp; inn and mp ; 

also, 3tDn and ^tDp. The root too 
of m^, " the moon," is considered 

by Maurer and Gesenius to be cog- 
nate with pT, " to be yellow." 



38 THE SONG OF DEBORAH. 

always be divided. The points to which we would draw 
attention are these : — 

1. The great oppression under which the Israelites had 
been suffering. Nowhere else in the Book of Judges is there 
so strong an expression used as that which we have in chap, 
iv. 3, "twenty years Ae mightUy oppressed the children of 
Israel." The oppression woidd seem to have been the worst 
which the Israelites had experienced since their redemption 
from Eg3rpt. 

2. Here, and here only (if we except the instances of 
Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian, and Oreb and 
Zeeb, the "princes'* or inferior sheikhs), we have the names 
of two members of the oppressing party specified, that of 
the king (Jabin), and that of the captain of the host or com- 
mander-in-chief (Sisera). 

3. The manner in which the enemies of Israel were drawn 
on to battle. They were allured to their own destruction by 
the special agency of God Himself. "/ vnll draw unto thee, 
to the torrent Ejishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, 
with his chariots and his multitude," is what God says to 
Barak by Deborah:^ the instrumentality used being, in all 
probability, that of evil spirits, speaking, perhaps, by Sisera's 
soothsayers : even as in later times God drew Ahab, king of 
Israel, on to destruction by sending forth a lying spirit into 
his four hundred prophets.^ 

4. The manner in which the victory was obtained. "The 
Lord," we are told, "discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, 
and all his host, with the edge of the sword, before Barak; 
so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on 
his feet. And Barak pursued after the chariots, and after 
the host, into Harosheth of the Gentiles : and all the host of 
Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword ; and there was not a 
man left."* The expression in the song, "will there be seen 
a shield or spear among forty thousand in Israel,"^ implies 
that the Israelites were either entirely unarmed, or, at best, 
armed with only such weapons as clubs and slings. We must 
therefore infer that the discomfiture of the enemy was effected 

1 Judges iv. 7. « 1 Kings xxil » Judges iv. 16, 16. * Judges v. & 
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more by the swords of the enemy himself than by any other 
means. 

5. The storm which took place at the same time. Jose- 
phus says that a storm of wind and rain blew in the faces of 
the Canaanites ; and such a cause must clearly be assigned for 
that sudden rising of the Kishon to which reference is made 
in the song.-^ Moreover, the expression "the stars from their 
courses fought against Sisera''^ would seem to imply some 
action of meteorological forces — ^wind, electricity, etc., which 
are wielded by angelic beings (called "stars" in Job xxxviii 7). 

6. The locality in which the discomfiture took place. This 
was the plain of Megiddo : Barak and his men charging down 
the slope of Mount Tabor. 

Now in every one of these points we may see a typical re- 
ference to something which is yet to be. Jabin, the origina- 
tor of the oppression, will tjrpify Satan ; Sisera, Jabin's chief 
agent, will typify Antichrist, whose coming will be after the 
working of Satan. With the "drawing" of Sisera and his 
host to fight with Barak we may compare what we read in 
the Apocalypse, " I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth 6i the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beast^ and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they 
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth 
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of Grod Almighty."* 
Also what St Paul writes to the Thessalonians, "God shall 
send them the working of error, that they may believe the 
Ke."* 

As the discomfiture of Sisera and his host was wrought 
specially by Almighty God Himself, so will be the discomfi- 
ture of Antichrist. " The Lord shall consume" him "with 
the breath of His mouth, and shall destroy" him "with the 
brightness of His coming."^ With this agrees the descrip- 
tion in the Apocalypse, " The remnant were slain with the 
sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded 
out of His mouth."® 



1 V. 21. a V. 20. « Rev. xvl 13, 14. 

« 2 Thess. ii 11. » 2 Thess. ii. 8. • Rev. zix. 21. 
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That there will be at that time awAil manifestations among 
the elements we can scarcely doubt ; '' signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and the stars," ^ the powers of heaven being 
shaken,^ will have gone before ; and in the poetical descrip- 
tions which we have, in diflFerent parts of Scripture, of Gk)d's 
interposing for the deliverance of His people, storm and tempest 
are continually mentioned as accompaniments.^ With this 
we may compare the announcement that when the Lord comes 
to destroy His enemies it will be with the clouds of heaven.* 

And lastly, the locality of Barak's victory is in the mystical 
language of prophecy identified with that of the mustering of 
the hosts of Antichrist. " He gathered them together into "a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon."^ This may 
doubtless have a merely mystical signification; it may be 
merely a mystical way of denoting that the victory of Barak 
at the mountain of Megiddo and the victory of Christ over 
Antichrist are related to one another as type and antitype. 
When, however, we call to mind how often in God's ways the 
thing which signifies is taken up into, and as an accompani- 
ment of, the thing which is signified, it would seem probable 
that there will be such a combination in the events of which 
we are speaking : and that Christ's victory will take place in 
the same locality as that where Barak won his. 

The above remarks will indicate what reference the Song 
of Deborah may have in the lips of Christians. It may be 
used by Christians as an act of praise for the deliverance just, 
described, and which we anticipate. That deliverance wiU be 
a result of the life which the Lord Jesus Christ our Head re- 
ceived in resurrection, and in the Mness of which we too are 
to have our share. And we may discern a mystical reference 
to Christ's Eesurrection and delivery of the dead, mv, 12 : 
on which the announcement in t;. 13 follows naturally, just as 
in Ps. xviii., one of the great Psalms of the Resurrection, the 
similar announcements of w, 47, 48 follow naturally on the 
celebration of the Divine life in v, 46. 



1 Luke xxi. 25. > Luke xxi. 26. 

» Ps. xviii. 8, etc., cxliv. 6, 6. * Matt. xxiv. 80. 

* Rev. xvi. 16. 
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But the resurrection-life of Christ, and its proper results, 
are to be seen in those and in those only who yield them- 
selves to Him and by Him to God the Father, in self-dedica- 
tion. Therefore it is that in this song self-dedication is such 
a leading idea; being mentioned first and foremost, and con- 
trasted afterwards with the remissness of Reuben, Gilead, 
Dan, and Asher. Those who would make Deborah's song 
their own must make Barak's self-dedication their own. 

The principal speaker in this song is Deborah (compare w, 
7, 12): who here, as it seems, typifies the Church in her 
worsUpping character, as Barak typifies her in her fighting 
character. 



de &ong of l^anna]^^ 

1 Samuel n. 1-10. 

1 In the Lord my heart hath found exultation,* 
in the Lord mine horn is exalted, 

over mine enemies my mouth is enlarged,** 
for in Thy salvation have I found joy. 

2 [There is] none holy as the Lord ; surely [there is] 

none beside Thee : 
neither [is there] a rock like our God. 

3 Multiply not^ your most haughty speaking ; 
[multiply not] the going forth of hard things from your 

mouth : 
for the Lord [is] a God of perfect knowledge,^^ 
and [even] trifling doings® have been weighed by 

Himself. 



* This seems the best way of 

rendering the past tense y?^, ''hath 
exulted:" and similarly TITOK' 
below. 

** i.e. I am able to boast over 
my enemies. 

* Not as E. v., "talk no more," 
etc., for then we should have had 

not mn-i^K but ID^Din-i^K. 



** Plural of intensity. 

• This is the strict meaning of 
the Hebrew word ; a kindred word 
occurs also in Prov. xx. 11, "A 
youth is known even by his trifling 

doinirs (VPPJ^3"Da), whether his 
work (vyfi, the serious work of 

t:t' 

his after years) [will be] pure, and 
whether it [wiU be] upright." 
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4 Bows of mighty ones [have been] broken/ 

and stumblers have been girt® with strength. 
6 [Such as had been] full have hired themselves out for 
bread, 
and [such as had been] hungry have ceased [to be 

so]: 
until that' a barren one hath born seven, ** 
and one who had had many children hath become 
feeble. 



6 The Lord kiUeth, and maketh alive \^ 

He bringeth down to SheM, and bringeth up. 

7 The Lord impoverisheth, and enricheth : 
He abaseth, and exalteth. 

8 He raiseth up [the] poor one from the dust. 

He is wont to lift up [the] needy one from the dung- 

hiU, 
to make [them] sit with nobles, 
and [that] He may make them inherit a glorious 

seat: 
for the pillars of the earth [are] the Lord's, 



' D^Jjtn is the plural of the ad- 
jective fin, *^* broken." 

• The verb 1TK means "to 
gird;" understanding D^^flD or 

D^n after it, it comes to mean 

"to be girt" 

' To such an extent must this 
Hst of extraordinary effects be 



prolonged, as to take in the men- 
tion of how that a barren one, etc 
This is the force of *7y. 

' "Seven" is here used con- 
ventionally for "ever so many." 
So in Prov. xxiv. 16, xxvi 25. 

« Or, **keepeth alive.'' The 
doctrine of resurrection is not 
necessarily implied. 
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and He hath set the world upon them, 
9 He will keep the feet of His saints, 
and wicked [men] shall be cut oflf,^ [and placed]^ in 

darkness : 
for not by strength shall a man prevaiL 
10 [As for] the Lord, such as strive with Him shall be 

broken to pieces : 
[He being] in heaven^ shall thunder upon each^ of 

them: 
the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth, 
and shall give strength'to His king,^ 
and exalt the horn of His anointed one. 



This song consists apparently of two divisions or strophes, 
having five verses apiece : the former division celebrating 
Divine attributes and results of the Divine action, and the 
latter those works wherein Grod is pleased to make His attri- 
butes manifest. Of the first division verse 3 is central, while 
the central portion of the second division is verse 8. 

The first thing probably which will strike a student of this 
song is, how little it seems to have to do with the occasion 
which called it fortk There are indeed some expressions in 
it which may be considered as having found a partial fulfil- 
ment in the history of Samuel ; thus the thunder by means 
of which the Philistines were discomfited at Samuel's prayer 
may have been a partial fulfilment of the first clauses in t;. 10 : 



So C^enius, after E, Levi inPs. xviii 14(Heb.). 

ben Gershom. It is given by ^ So Kimchi; as indeed the 

Kimchi as an alternative. Hebrew construction requires. 

* (7on«<rt«c<u) ^a€gr»an«. ' ie. the king of His appoint- 

j: 3 is similarly preferred to {D ment. 
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and so, looking to the rest of the verse, we may note that 
when Samuel made his judicial circuits, it was verily the Lord 
who judged by Samuel's ministry: and again, it was by 
Samuel's ministry, fulfilled in the rite of anointing, that God 
gave strength first to Saul and then to David. But the only 
place where the Jews can make out that Samuel is mentioned 
at all is t;. 5 ; and even there only inasmuch as the letters of 
the Hebrew word for " semm " are numerically equal to those 
which make up the name Samuel. On the other hand, in the 
very first verse we have mention made of " enemies," in the 
plural number, evidently in reference to others besides Penin- 
nah. Further on, we read about the breaking of mighty 
men's bows, and the girding of weak men with strength. 
Again, the attributes of impoverishing and enriching, men- 
tioned in V. 7, do not seem to have any particular connexion 
with the bestowal of ofifspring on parents formerly childless ; 
neither do those of killing and making aUve seem to have any 
such connexion at alL And the same remark may be made 
with reference to that work of exalting from abasement where- 
of Hannah sings in v, 8. When however we get to iw. 9, 10 
new ideas crowd upon us in ahnost every word. It is evident, 
then, on the most superficial examination of the song, that the 
song has a much wider reference than to the occasion which 
called it forth. And it seems much more reasonable than 
otherwise to doubt whether the birth of Samuel was anything 
more than the occasion which prompted it, and whether that 
birth can with any truth be termed the subject of which the 
song treats. 

Again, no Christian reader can help noticing the points of 
resemblance between our present song and the Magnificat, 
Of the Magnificat, indeed, this song might truly be called the 
Old Testament rehearsal. We subjoin the parallel passages 
in co-ordinate columns : 



46 



THE SONG OF HANNAH. 



SONG OF HANNAH. 

In tHe LoBD my heart hath found 
exultation. 



In Thy salvation have I found 
joy. 

There is none holy as the Lord. 

Most haughty speaking. 

Such as had been full have hired ") 

themselves out for bread. > 

The Lord impoverisheth. J 

And such as had been hungry 
have ceased to be so. . 



He abaseth and ezalteth. 
He raiseth up the poor one from 
the dust, etc. 



} 



Such as strive with Him shall be 
broken to pieces. 

And He will give strength unto 
B^s King. 



MAGNIFICAT. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God. 

My spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

Holy is His Name. 

The proud. 

The rich He hath sent empty away. 



He hath filled the hungry with 
good things. 



{ 



He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath ex- 
alted the humble and meek. 



He hath scattered the proud. 



He hath showed strength. 



Now this correspondence affords an important clue to the 
interpretation of the song now under consideration. Assum- 
ing the Magnificat to be a hymn of praise for the Incarnation 
and its results, we infer that the song of Hannah is the like ; 
the difference being only that the song of Hannah is sung 
from a different standing-point from that which was occupied 
by the blessed Virgin, — and that while Hannah was enabled 
to view, by the Holy Ghost, not the Incarnation itself so 
much as the circle of Divine dealings whereof the Incarnation 
was the centre, the attention of the blessed Virgin is almost 
entirely concentrated on the Incarnation itself. 

And to this same conclusion we are brought when we exa- 
mine the historical position which Hannah occupied. Samuel 
had been bom, probably not more than three years ; and 
Samuel was to inaugurate not only that race of kings of whom 
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the Messiah W9S to come, and to be the chief of all, but that 
individual monarch — David the son of Jesse — ^who would 
himself be of his Divine descendant the most striking tjrpe. 
And when we recollect that the kingdom of David not only 
typified the kingdom of the Messiah, but actually contained 
it, we shall not need to inquire further as to the importance 
of the historical turning-point at which the Israelitish nation 
was now arriving, or the consequent character of the song 
with which the arrival at this turning-point was accompanied. 
For indeed it is of the salvation which God was going to 
work for His people by the royal hand of His Christ that the 
song of Hannah mainly speaks. And the use of this song 
will be accordingly as the utterer of it may have in his mind 
either one of the two parts whereof that salvation may be 
regarded as consisting : Le. either that deliverance of God's 
people from the power of Satan which was wrought out on 
Christ's first coming, or that which will be wrought out for 
them at His second coming. Thus we may observe by the 
way, that while the language of the song is the language of 
the Magmficat^ the utterance of it by Hannah after the birth 
of Samuel answers to the utterance of the Benedictus by 
Zacharias after the birth of John the Baptist. For Samuel 
was to David what John the Baptist was to Christ : the fore- 
runner whose office was to prepare the way for one who would 
come after. And therefore it is that the mention of enemies 
comes up in the inspired songs of both. Hannah exclaims, 
« Over mine enemies my mouth is enlarged, for in Thy salva- 
tion have I found joy," and Za^haria^ r^d;rs praise for that 
God " hath raised up an horn of salvation for us . . . salva- 
tion from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us :" 
and again, " that we, being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear." The " enemies " in 
the time of Hannah were the Philistines : in the time of 
Zacharias, the Romans : but deliverance in each case would 
be preceded by a deliverance from the power of those sim in 
which God's people were, and through allowing which the 
oppression of outward enemies had been by them incurred. 
And therefore, as John the Baptist called the people of his 
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time to repentance—" Bepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand ;" — so we read that " Samuel spake unto all the 
house of Israel, saying. If ye are returning unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and the Ash- 
taroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the 
Lord, and serve Him only ; and He will deliver you out of 
the hand of the Philistines."^ 

Beverting again to the subjects whereof the song before us 
treats, we see that it celebrates chiefly that characteristic of 
the Divine dealings whereof the Christian dispensation affords 
so many instances, viz., God's choosing weak or insignificant 
instruments for the accomplishment of His mighty and great 
purposes ; and the humbling of those whose instrumentality 
(if any) the world would have chosen in preference. Instances 
of this had been afforded from time to time under the 
older dispensation : thus victories had been obtained by Barak 
and his infantry over Sisera with his nine hundred iron 
chariots; by Jonathan and his armour-bearer alone over a 
garrison of more than twenty;^ by David, armed with only 
a sling and five stones, over Goliath in all his armour, offensive 
and defensive : by Israel under Ahab, " like two little flocks 
of kids,"* over the Syrians who " filled the country." These, 
however, are far outdone by the regularity with which, through 
the pouring of a little water in the Name of the Trinity, per- 
sons are brought out of Satan's dominion into Christ's king- 
dom, — ^the speaking of a few words by a fellow-sinner becomes 
the means of conveying Divine forgiveness, — ^bread and wine 
become through the operation of the Holy Ghost the vehicles 
of Divine Intercession towards the Father, and divine food for 
the communicant, — ^the anointing with oil, joined with the 
prayer of faith, becomes a means of driving away fatal diseases, 
— ^and the laying on of hands a means of conveying God the 
Holy Ghost Himself : to say nothing of miracles properly so 
called, and by means of which the mystery of the Licamation 

1 1 Sam. viL 8. 

s 1 Sam. xiy. 14. The mention of the garrison afterwards (v. 15) as trembling, shows 
that Jonathan and his armour-bearer did not kill them all. 
> 1 Kings XX. 27. 
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^— of Divine power and presence in mortal flesh — ^has been 
ever and anon set forth to such as were capable of receiving 
the lesson. Nor are these the only instances in which the 
language of the song before us has been verified. Persons 
once deeply sunk in sin have been so girt with strength as to 
become patterns of saintliness : parties who professed to have 
their spiritual appetite satisfied with mere Gospel teaching 
independently of the Divinely instituted Eucharist, have not 
only been permitted to cast oflF the ministry of the priesthood, 
and so to be without the Eucharist altogether, but have lost 
many important parts of Gospel teaching : while on the other 
hand many who had been famished for lack of the Gospel of 
Christ have had brought home to them not only the Gospel 
of Christ, but Christ Himself in a valid Eucharist. Life and 
death have alike been ministered by means of the Incarnation : 
those who were minded to believe and obey have been made 
partakers of the life which is in Christ, — and those on the 
other hand who were not so minded have been caused to 
stumble at Christ, and to fall, and to be broken. Spiritual 
riches also and spiritual poverty have been ministered in like 
manner : spiritual exaltation and spiritual abasement. Slaves 
have been exalted to the dignity of rulers in God's kingdom ;^ 
while mighty kings have been excommunicated.^ 

The announcement towards the end of the song — "The 
LOBI) shall judge the ends of the earth " — is explained by the 
truth that when God the Son became incarnate, He received 
a special authority from the Father to execute judgment as 
man : as the Lord distinctly implies when He says to the Jews, 
" As the Father hath life in Himself, so did He give to the 
Son to have life in Himself, and gave Him authority to 
execute judgment also, because He is the Son of man."^ One 
side of which authority, the authority to absolve, was claimed 
by the Lord on another occasion upon the same grounds : for 



1 " Some of the later Fathers assert that Onesimtis was set free, and was sabseqaently 
ordained Bishop of Beroea in Macedonia {ponxiit. Apost. 7. 46X"— Smith's Diet, o/BibU, 
B.y. Onisihus. 

s e.g. the Emperor Theodosins, by St. Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan. 

t John Y. 26,97. 
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when the Scribes and Pharisees said, " Who can forgive sins but 
God only 1" the Lord's reply was, not " I can forgive sins be- 
cause I am the Son of God, equal to the Father," but, " The 
Son of man hath authority upon earth to forgive sins."^ 

But the last two verses of the song will be most signally 
fiilfilled in the last times of the present dispensation ; when 
the feet of those whom God accounts His saints will be kept 
fix)m going after Antichrist : when Antichrist and his party 
will be cut oflF and placed in darkness ; not only broken, but 
ground to powder^ by the stone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands ;^ Grod having manifested Himself in the person of 
His Incarnate Son, coming in the clouds of heaven to destroy 
His enemies with the lightning of His presence : and when, 
Antichrist being overcome, God's Own Anointed One will 
judge the ends of the earth, in the strength and exaltation 
given Him by the Father; as saith the prophet Micah, 
" He shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the Name of the Lord His God : and they shall 
abide ; for now shall He be great unto the ends of the earth,"* 
To this alone can that line of the song refer in its fiill sense 
— " The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth : " for even 
assuming the Hebrew word for " earth " to signify here no- 
thing more than the land of Canaan, yet one can only wonder 
at the expositor who imagines it to have been fulfilled in a 
circuit made by Samuel annually to no more than four places^ 
situated within a circle of (at most) fifty English nules in 
diameter. 

Jewish commentators have perceived that in uttering the 
song Hannah represented the congregation of Israel.® And 
understanding the term " Israel " to belong now in strictness 
to the Catholic Church, we may accept the statement as most 
true. Then Peninnah will typify the Synagogue, now, alas ! 
given up to barrenness. Or again, Peninnah and Hannah 
may typify respectively the Jewish and Gentile parts of 
the one Christian Church : the one part perpetuated ap- 



1 Mark iL la < Luke xz. 17, 18. < Dan. ii. 85, 44, 45. 

4 Mic. V. 4. SI Sam. vii 16, 17. • So B. Leyi ben Oershom. 
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parently down to our own day in the Nestorian and Abyssinian 
Churches, which not only have borne no spiritual progeny in 
the way of converting nations to the £aith, but have even 
themselves fallen into heresy ; — ^while on the other hand the 
Grentile part of the Church has given spiritual birth to almost 
the whole continent of Europe, typified by the seven Churches 
of Western Asia, and to which therefore there may be a 
mystical allusion in v. 5. 

This song formed the Wednesday canticle in the Lauds 
oiSice of the Sarum rite ; as it does still in the same offices of 
the Boman and Greek rites. 



%^t feon50 of 3|0a(ai^ 



Isaiah xn. 1-6. 



THE FIRST SONG. 
(Isa. xii. 1-3.) 

Lord, I "will make acknowledgment unto Thee, for 
[although] Thou wast angry with me^ 

Thine anger doth turn away,* and Thou dost comfort 
me.* 

2 Behold the God of"* my salvation ! I will trust, and 

not be afraid : 
^for [as for] the strength and highness of Jah the 

Lord, 
it, I say, has become my salvation : 

3 ^^And in [your] gladness you may draw water 
from springing wells of salvation. 



* These future tenses indicate 
the continual repetition of those 
manifestations, whereby God's 
turning away of His anger is made 
known, and His people are com- 
forted. 

•* This rendering, which is 
Delitzsch's, is required by the 
accentuation. 

** For the justification of this 
rendering (which is that of Rashi, 
except that he renders niDT by 
nntr, "praise"), see on The First 
Song qf Moses, v. 2. 



^ It is not quite certain whether 
this verse is a part of the first 
song, or whether it is merely a 
word of the prophet, subjoined 
for the purpose of explaining the 
last clause of v. 2. The first word 
may equally well be rendered, 
"And ye shall draw," or ** For ye 
shall draw. " But if the verse had 
been merely an explanation of the 
one before, it would probably 
have commenced with ^3, which 
is rather more definite in meaning 
than the particle \ 
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THE SECOND SONG. 
(Isa. xii. 4-6.) 

Make acknowledgment unto the Lord, call upon His 

Name! 
make His deaUngs known among the nations ! 
proclaim them ! for His Name is raised on high. 

5 make melody unto the Lord, [saying,]® "For He hath 

wrought triumph !" 
through all the earth [let] this [be] made known. <^ 

6 Cry out joyfully and shout, thou inhabitress® of Zion, 
for great in the midst of thee [is] the Holy One of 

Israel. 



What in the old office-books is called tht Song of Isaiah is 
in reality two songs, the second following upon the first, and 
coupled to it with the words (which are thus made to form, 
liturgically, a part of the canticle), " and in that day shall ye 
say ;" but being in reaUty distinct from the first. 

The first song is introduced with the words, " And in that 
day thou shalt say." " Li that day," i.e. in the day described 
in ch. xi. commencing with the time when the Spirit in His 
sevenfold operations has made His rest upon the Man Christ 
Jesus; and including also the time when those results are 
following which are described further on in the same chapter ; 
viz., the restoration of friendly relations between Judah and 



* This insertion is necessary in but '*made known." The imper- 
order that the next line may be ative rendering '4et this be'' is 
properly parallel to the present preferable to the indicative "this 
one ; and that DKt may have an is/' as with it the parallel clauses 
antecedent. answertooneanothermore exactly. 

* This is the proper force of the * The word is in the feminine 
Hophal conjugation: not "known," gender. 
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Ephraim, and the subjection to them of Philistia, the men of 
the East, the Edomites, the Moabites,. and the children of 
Ammon : also the destruction of the tongue of the Egyptian 
sea, the drying up of " the river" (i.e., probably, the Euphrates), 
*nd the making (by this means, if "the river" is the 
Euphrates) a highway from Assyria for the remnant of Grod's 
people who will have been there. " In that day," the prophet 
says, ^^thou shalt say" this song: and "ye shall say" the 
song following: the "thou" and the "ye" being one and 
the same party, viz. (so far as the present time is concerned) 
the Catholic Church ; the singular pronoun being used in the 
former case, because the Church is one, and the plural in the 
latter case, because she is an aggregate of individuals.^ 

Possibly the ceremony of drawing water from the Pool of 
Siloam, and pouring it on the altar on each of the first six 
days of the Feast of Tabernacles, may have originated in an 
interpretatioif of v, 3. " We are told that each Israelite, in 
holiday attire, having made up his Ivlah^ before he broke his 
fast . . . repaired to the Temple with the lulah in one hand 
and the citron in the other, at the time of the ordinar}^ 
morning sacrifice. The parts of the victim were laid upon 
the altar. One of the priests fetched some water in a golden 
ewer from the Pool of Siloam, which he brought into the 
court through the water-gate. As he entered the trumpets 
sounded, and he ascended the slope of the altar. At the top 
of this were fixed two silver basins with small openings at 
the bottom. Wine was poured into that on the eastern side, 
and water into that on the western side, whence it was con- 
ducted by pipes into the Cedron. . , . The hallel* was then 
sung. . . . 



1 It will be remembered that wo are speaking now of the application which the song 
has for the time now present : in which the fulfilment of the prophecy in chapter zi. 
has already had its commencement What further application it is destined to have in 
the next dispensation, Le. during the Lord's millennial reign, it does not fall within 
the scope of the present work to discuss. 

s L'The lula^ was a bunch of small branches of various trees— olive, pine, myrtle, 
X>alm, etc.] 

* [The Hallel consisted of Psalms cxiiL-cxviii., according to the best supported 
opinion.] 
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" In the evening (it would seem after the day of holy con- 
vocation with which the festival had commenced had ended), 
both men and women assembled in the court of the women, 
expressly to hold a rejoicing for the drawing of the water of 
Siloam. . . . There is a proverb in Succah (v. 1), * He who 
has never seen the rejoicing at the pouring out of the water 
of Siloam has never seen rejoicing in his life.*" — Smith's 
DkL of the Bible, s.v. Tabernacles, the feast of. 

The " springing wells of salvation," spoken of in the song, 
are evidently fountains in which the salvation is contained : 
the " water " being the salvation itself. And if it be asked 
why the salvation is spoken of here as " water " rather than 
as Anything else, the' answer is because of what, in the 
symbolic language of Scripture, "spring-water" commonly 
denotes ; and which is, the Holy Spirit of Grod. Now the 
salvation spoken of in the song before us is what is wrought 
m us : and the working of salvation in the Christian is 
peculiarly the work of God the Holy Ghost. Thus the Song 
is necessarily connected with the preceding chapter, in which 
is foretold the bestowal of the Spirit on the glorified Man 
Christ Jesus, for the benefit of that Body whereof He would 
be the Head. And the appropriateness of v. 3 as an anthem 
for the Feast of Tabernacles (if it was ever so used) will be 
evident when it is considered that that feast foreshadowed 
the glorious time for which we stUl wait, when the taber- 
nacle of God shall be with men, and the Spirit shall be en- 
joyed in all His fulness.^ 

The " springing wells of salvation " are those sacraments 
and sacramental ordinances by means of which the Holy 
Ghost is ministered to people, or His work and influences 
within them helped forward. The laying on of hands is the 
chief of these: and the Sacrament of the Lord's Body is 
another, for the Body of the Lord is the very Temple which 
the Spirit fills. But every word of absolution and every 
word of blessing is more or less a springing well of salvation, 
when spoken in the name of the Lord by those who have 
authority to speak it; and every Christian in his proper 

1 Rev. xxi. 8 ; ct Zech. xiv. 8, 9, 16. 
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place has more or less of this authority : wherefore St. Peter 
says, " As every man received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God."^ And it is in the same reference that the Lord 
declared, " He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."* We cannot 
indeed admit that in saying these words the Lord quoted 
the song now under consideration; He must rather be 
understood as referring to the vision of living waters (i.e. 
spring-water) issuing forth from under the threshold of the 
Temple.* But this does not alter the truth that the Lord 
referred to the ministration of the Spirit by those who, being 
members of the Body of Christ, are stones in the great 
Temple of the living Gfod. 

With regard to the second song, we may observe that the 
first two lines of it have been taken to form the first verse of 
PsaJm cv., which Psalm appears to have been composed in 
immediate prospect of the Babylonish captivity.* It is how- 
ever more important to mark that its fourth line — the first 
line of verse 5— combines Psalm xcviii with the First Song 
of Moses. In the Psalm we have " sing unto the Lord a 
new song, for He hath wrought right marvellously," and the 
first words of Moses' song are, " I will sing unto the Lord, 
for verily He hath triumphed." We may therefore consider 
the present song as an act of praise and thanksgiving for 
those deliverances which the bringing out from Egypt typified, 
and of which the author of Ps. xcviiL prophesied : the deliver- 
ance of God's people from every evil work, and the establish- 
ment of God's kingdom upon earth : of that kingdom whereof 
Christ Hunself became in resurrection the germ, and whereof 
the Church is the present development. 

By " the inhabitress of Zion " is meant the same party who 
are called in Ps. cxlix. Zion's children ; viz., not the entire 
Church, but that part of it who are the first-fruits unto God 
and the Lamb, and who, having been sealed in their fore- 



1 1 Pet. Iv. 10. « John vii. 88. » Ezek. xlviL 1-12. 

4 See Thrnpp's remarks on Ps. cv., in his introduction to ikt Stvdy and Use qf(K6 
Psalms, 
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heads with the seal of the living God, i.e. some special 
ministration of the Holy Ghost,^ are admitted to stand with 
the Lamb on Mount Zion^ in the time when the Divine 
judgments are abroad, and have commenced at the House of 
Grod.* That elect company are invited to rejoice exceed- 
ingly because of the special presence of the Holy One of 
Israel, and the accompanying manifestation of His greatness, 
in the midst of them. But the presence of Christ on Zion is 
for the blessing, not of Zion and of her children alone, but of 
His whole Jerusalem, and therefore the Song may appropri- 
ately be used by any Christian rejoicing in his caUing, and in 
the prospect of the hope set before him. 

With regard to the two songs taken together, and which 
together form the Canticle for the Lauds office of Monday 
according to the Sarum and Eoman rites, we may conclude 
by transcribing the following from an article in the same 
periodical which we have quoted before : — 

" Surely this is no unfitting Canticle with which to begin 
the first working-day of the week. The Sunday, the Lord's 
Day, the Easter Day of every week, has seen the triumph of 
the Lord in His Eesurrection. Before it the World lay 
under the curse : after it all things became new. Hence in 
the first verse there is an allusion to the state of man prior 
to Redemption, and to the anger of God, while this allusion 
is immediately followed by an outburst of thanksgiving to 
(Jod for His Comfort, and of confidence in the Salvation 
which He Himself has wrought for those with whom He had 
been displeased. Thus the Old Testament Eevelation of sin 
and of God*s righteous anger, with the New Testament 
Revelation of the Comfort of His Salvation, are brought 
together ; and the Canticle is sung to Christ who, as Eisen 
Again, is * our Strength and our Salvation.' 

"Then from this verse we go on to,— 

" * Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of Salvation.' 

" This leads us a stage further. As the first two verses are 
suited to the day which comes next after the weekly Easter 

1 Eev. yii. 1-8 ; c£ Eph. iv. 30. > Bev. ziv. 1, etc. * 1 Pet iv. 17. 
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Day, so the verses last quoted add the thoughts of the great 
Gift of the Pentecostal Sunday— carrying our minds on to 
the work, not only of the Second, but of the Third Person 
of the Holy Trinity. . . . And now that the Salvation of 
Christ and the Gift of the Spirit have been commemorated, 
we can conceive no grander close to any Christian form of 
praise than the concluding verses, in which we have (1.) the 
great commission to "go teach all nations ;" (2.) the universal 
spread of the Gospel; and (3.) the perpetual Presence of 

Christ with His Church."^ 

* 

2 Literary Churchman, Oct 12, 1872. 
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Isaiah xxti. 1 to end. 



1 [As for] the city of our strength,* 
Salvation "will make^ [its] walls and bulwark.® 

2 Open ye the gates, 

and let a righteous nation which keepeth [its] faithful- 
ness,^ enter in I 

3 Thou art wont to keep** the firmly-established mind in 

peace, [I say] in peace,* 



* This rendering is required by 
the accentuation. 

*l " Salvation" is here personi- 
fied and therefore causes its verb 
to be in the masculine gender. 
DelitzBch renders as E. V. : " Sal- 
vation wiU [Grod] appoint for 
walls," etc. Against this how- 
ever mnst be set the consideration 
that God has not been named 
before in the song ; and that 
when allusion is made to Him 
(which is not tiU v, 3) it is in the 
second person, not the third. 

* The bulwark, says Delitzsch 
(after Bashi and Kimchi), is 
"the small outside waU which 
encloses all the fortifications:" 
thou^ why "small," he does not 
say. 

' Not (as we have seen it ren- 



dered in a musical composition) 
"trust ;" for in that case (to say 
nothing of the strangeness of the 
expression, and of its having, as 
we believe, no parallel in. Scrip- 
ture) we should have had in the 
next verse PD6(^n rather than 

• 

TIDD "ly. The word means trust- 
worthiness, i.e. such a character 
as God can trust to or depend 
upon, and the lack of which is 
mentioned more than once in Ps. 
Ixxviii (see, e.g. v, 57 — "like a 
deceitful bow"). 01 Ps. xxxi 
24 (Heb.) 

** Or, "Thou wilt keep:" but 
the future seems here used (as so 
often) to denote a habit without 
respect to time. 

* This is substantially the ren- 
dering of Delitzsch. 
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when [there is] one trusting in Thee. 

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever : 
for in Jah the Lord [we have] a Eock of ages :' 

5 for He hath laid low them that dwelt on a height, 
[even] a towering city : 

He is wont to abase it, He is wont to abase it to the 

earth, 
He is wont to bring it quite down to the dust, 

6 [where] the foot may tread it down, 

the feet of the poor [one], the steps of the needy 
[ones], 

7 [while they say,] " The path of the righteous man [is] 

quite even!' 
" Thou art wont to level ^^ the track of the righteous 
man even!" 

8 ^Yea, we did wait long upon Thee, Lord, [in] the 

way of Thy judgments :^ 
the desire of [our] soul [was] to Thy Name and to I'hy 
Memorial.* 

9 In the night did I desire Thee [with all] my soul, 
yea, I was wont to seek Thee early [with all] my spirit 

within me : 



** ie. an tiemal Rock. 

' Literally, "evenness." 

' The idea is that of adjust- 
ing the weights in one scale 
of a balance, and the substance 
to be weighed in the other, so 
that the beam may be perfectly 
leveL 

^ The utterers of the song avow 
here that the saying just men- 



tioned has been fully yerified in 
their own case. 

^ ie. in the way marked out 
by Thy commandments. For this 
sense of '* judgments" cf. Dent^ 
vi 1, and numerous other pas- 
sages. Our interpretation is sup- 
ported by the lxx. 

^ << Memorial" here is only 
another word for ** Name." 
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for [onlj]^ in proportion as the earth hath had Thy 

judgments,*** 
have the inhabitants of the world^ leamt^^ righteous- 
ness. 
10 [When] favour was wont to be shown to the wicked 

[man], he did not learn righteousness : 
he was wont to deal wickedly [even] in the land of 

perfect straightness,«i 
and would not behold the majesty of the Lord. 
110 Lord, [when] Thy hand was lifted up, they would 

not see [it] : 
[but when] they see [Thy] jealousy against the people,^ 

then they shall be ashamed : 
yea, the fire shall devour them [which is destined] for 

Thine enemies.* 

12 Lord, thou art wont to ordain for us peace, for Thou 

didst perform for us all our works. 

1 3 [Although] other lords than Thee have ruled us, Lord 

our God, 



" That the supplying here of 
the word ** only" is necessary for 
the completion of the sense, is 
evident from the position of this 
and the following line with respect 
to one another. Had the sense 
been as the K Y. gives it, '*when 
Thy judgments [are] in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will 
leain righteonsness,'' these two 
lines would have been transposed : 
the stress belonging properly to 
the first rather than to the second. 
For which last reason, if we had 



omitted the word **only,"we8hould 
have had to express the emphasis 
in English by inverting the lines. 

^ These must be the same as the 
** judgments" mentioned above, 
V. 8. 

^ Including the speakers them- 
selves : as in V. 16 below. 

^ Past tense. 

^ Plural intensitive. 

^ Literally, "jealousy of the 
people." 

* Literally, "fire of Thine ene- 
mies," as E. y. 
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[yet] will we make mention of Thy name, [even] of 
Thine alone. ~ 

14 [As for] dead men,"^ they shall not live : 
[as for] shades, they shall not arise : 

seeing that" Thou hadst visited and destroyed them, 
and made all memorial of them to perish. 

15 Thou hast increased the riation,* Lord 1 

Thou hast increased the nation [wherein] Thou hadst 

been honoured !"• 
Thou hast extended [it]P imto all the ends of the earth ! 

16 Lord, Thou hast been sought** in distress : 

soft prayers have been poured out' when men had Thy 
chastening. 

1 7 Like a woman with child, [who] draweth near [her] 

delivery, 
[who] is in pain, [who] crieth out in her pangs, so were 
we before Thee, Lord. 



■ The verb occurs with 1 in 
Ps. XX. 8, Am. vi 10. The ex- 
pression here is rather loose, bnt 
the numerous other roughnesses 
of diction in this song justify us 
in rendering it as we have done, 
especially with Ps. bm. 16 before 
us, from which the present passage 
evidently does not differ much in 
meaning. 

"■ This refers to the newly 
slain oppressors. There is' no 
denial of a resurrection at cmy 
time; but only at the tiiAe to 
which the song refers. 

^ For this sense of p7, cf. Isa* 



bd. 7. 

* Evidently the same as "the 
righteous nation'' of v. 2. 

~ "Because Thou hadst been 
glorified amongst them.'' — ^Eimchi. 

' The parallelism with the two 
preceding clauses shows this to be 
the true rendering. 

^ Literally, "[men] have sought 
Thee :" the "men" including the 
speakers themselves, as is evident 
from the sudden change to the 
first person in v, VI, 

' Literally, "[men] have poured 
out a soft prayer," See the pre- 
ceding note. 
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18 We were with child, we were in pain, we did, as it 

were, bring forth wind : 
we did not work any victory in the land, 
nor [did we cause] that the inhabitants of the world 

should falL 

19 — ^"Thy dead men shall live: 
My dead bodies* shall arise. — 

[We may say,] " Awake and shout joyfully, ye dwellers 

in dust r' 
for Thy dew [is as] the dew of herbs," 
and Thou shalt cause [men] to fall down dead [to] the 

earth. 



The announcement of this song as to be sung in the land 
of Judah forms part of a prophecy commencing with ch. xxiv. 
and ending apparently with ch. xxviL ; and referring, as must 
be evident to every reader, to the time of the Lord's second 
coming, the judgments which will then be poured out upon 
the world, and the deliverance which will be vouchsafed 
to God's elect — ^their being delivered from every evil work, 
and preserved unto Grod's heavenly kingdom. 

The utterers of the song claim, while they utter it, to be a 
righteous nation keeping its faithfulness to the Divine Cove- 
nant (t;. 2) — having minds firmly established on God (v. 3) — 
poor and needy («?. 6) — ^righteous (v. 7) — having waited long 
upon Grod in the path of obedience to His commandments 
(v. 8), by which commandments they have learned righteous- 
ness (1;. 9), and thus come into contrast with the wicked. In 



* This is sud by Ood. with Thee is as vivifying in its 

* i.e. the dead bodies of My way as the dew wldch causes 
people. literaUy, '* my dead herbs to sprout. This is the ex- 
body :" HJTignlar for pluraL planation given by Kimchi, 

* Le. the dew which originates 
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the use, however, of the term "learn righteousness," it is 
implied that there was once a time when they themselves 
were ignorant of that righteousness : and a reference is made 
to the same time in more definite language {v. 13), where the 
utterers own that they had once submitted to the dominion of 
parties other than Him to whom their allegiance was due. 

The righteousness in virtue of which they come to be called 
righteous is not their own, but the righteousness of God — of 
God incarnate, Jesus Christ, laid hold of by faith, and wrought 
in them by the Holy Ghost. Therefore it is said, " Thou didst 
perform all our works for us : " i.e. the works which other 
people may call ours were really wrought for us by Thee. 
Having this righteousness, and being exalted therein, they 
look down {v. 14) upon those who have it not as dead in 
trespasses and sins, and incapable of enjoying that resurrection- 
life which follows from the indwelling of God the Holy Ghost. 
Their own inheritance is peace {v. 12); and God's being glori- 
fied in them has been followed {v. 15) by their numerical in- 
crease. Marking this, they look back to the chastisement 
which God had sent upon them in former times, and which 
had been the means of eliciting from them a whispered prayer 
{v, 16) : whispered, because owing to the tyranny of Antichrist 
they had not dared to offer it aloud, as under other circum- 
stances they might have done. 

Of w, 17, 18, Delitzsch's explanation seems fair : — "Preg- 
nancy and pangs are symbols of a state of expectation 
strained to the utmost, the object of which appears all the 
closer the more the pains increase. Often, says the perfected 
Church, as it looks back upon its past history, often did we 
regard the coming of salvation as certain; but again and 
again were our hopes deceived. . . . This state of things 
. . . was a consequence of the sins of Israel, and of a con- 
tinued want of true susceptibility to the blessings of salvation. 
Side by side with their disappointed hope, v. IS places the 
ineffectual character of their own efforts. IsraeFs own doings, 
— ^no, they could never make the land into Dj^^K^') (i.e. bring 

it into a state of complete salvation) ; and (so might the final 
clause be understood) they waited in vain for the judgment of 
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Jehovah upon the sinful world that was at enmity against 
them, or they made ineffectual efforts to overcome it."^ 

Sense, however, of one's own worthlessness is but the open 
door to the manifestation of Grod's virtues. And therefore 
Uie company wHch utters this song immediately proceeds, in 
the confidence of faith, to declare to God its assurance of a re- 
surrection, to be wrought, in the case of God's dead, through 
the operation of God's dew — i.e. of the Holy Ghost.^ As the 
dew of nature brings forth herbs, so the dew of God shall 
bring forth resurrection-bodies. 

From V. 9 inclusive the song forms part of the Greek 
office for Lauds on Friday.* There are several passages in it 
which render it appropriate for such use — ^the reference, for 
instance, to the night of sorrow which we have in v. 9. We 
may remark, too, how strikingly the description in ». 11, of 
man's refusal to see God's uplifted arm (cf. Isa. liiL 1), was ex- 
emplified on the first great Good Friday: — and how v. 16 was 
fulfilled in the person of the Lord as He himg upon the Cross. 
The chief passage, however, which may have influenced the 
Eastern Church in her Friday use of this Song may well have 
been ». 19, the greater part of which, in the LXX. version, 
reads thus : — ^** The dead shall arise, and they that are in the 
tombs shall be raised up, and they that are in the earth shall 
rejoice ; for the dew which [cometh] from Thee is healing unto 
them :" where "the dew which cometh from Thee" may have 
been understood to mean the precious Blood which fell from 
the Lord "as the drops that water the earth," and by virtue 
of which, and in the power of the Lord's Resurrection by 
which the shedding of His Blood was so speedily followed, 
" many bodies of saints which slept arose and came out of the 
graves," as St. Matthew tells us.* 

But the song seems to be most properly the utterance of 
Israel according to the flesh, when they have been restored to 
their own land, have passed through the great tribulation 
under Antichrist, have turned to Christ, and are as His family 
submitting themselves to Him : Christ having come again, 

1 Isaiah, vol. L pp. 449-50 (Engl. Tr.) > Cf. Ps. cxxziii 3. 

s Neale's EiA, of Eastern Ch., p. 884, note. « Matt zxvU. 62, 58. 

£ 
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and being then on the throne of His millennial kingdom ; and 
His Bride, the purified Christian Church, reigning along with 
Him. The Hebrew nation will not be converted in time to 
be received into the Church by baptism ; for they will only 
be converted at the Lord's final appearing, when every eye 
shall see Him : this is evident from a comparison of Zech. xiL 
10 with St. John's quotation of the same prophecy, Eev. L 7. 
Thus they will not receive any spiritual life as Christians do 
through sacramental union with the Lord ; their life will be 
merely the ordinary human life, only lengthened out to a 
degree whereof we have no experience now, but which appears 
to have been generally exemplified in the generations before 
the Flood. So we read in Isaiah, as the passage ought to be 
rendered, " There shall be no more thence [one who dieth] an 
infant of days, or an old man who hath not filled his days ; for 
the child shall die an hundred years old, and he that misseth 
[being] an himdred years old shall be lightly spoken of"^ 
There will therefore be room for death ; only the resurrection 
of the Jewish dead will take place, along with that of the 
other dead, at the end of the Lord's millennial reign, and this 
it would seem to be to which the utterers of the song profess 
themselves in «;. 19 as looking forward. 

Isa. Lev. 20. 



%^t feong: of l^ejefefa^^ 

Isaiah xxxviii. 9 to end, 

A WRTTING OP HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH, WHEN HE HAD 
BEEN SICK, AND WAS RECOVERED OP HIS SICKNESS. 



10 I said,* 

" I shall go to the gates of SheSl in quiet of my days :"^ 

[but now] I am deprived of the residue of my years. 
Ill said, " I shall not see Jah, 

" [even] Jah, in the land of the living : 

" I shall behold man no more ; 

" [I shall be] with the inhabitants of hades."® 
12 My time* is removed, and is wrapped up [and taken] 
from me® like a shepherd's tent : 

I have rolled up my life' as a weaver [his web]; 
[saying,] " He will cut me off from the thrum :"^ 



^ ie. I thought 

^ So Dditzsch and Manrer. 

* This is the sense in which aIH 
is understood by Rashi, Gesenius, 
Delitzsch, and Maurer. 

* literally, **my period," or 
"my circuit." It may however 
be referred to the Arabic, and so 
be rendered "dwelling," i.e. body. 



• Constructio praegnans, 
' i e. I have accounted my life 
to be rolled up. *lfip, according 
to Gesenius, means "to draw 
together : " he says that the Arabic 
root has the same signification. 

' n?l is "the thrum, Udum^ 
the threads of the warp upon a 
loom ; which becomes shorter and 
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from day even to night dost Thou make an end of me> 

13 I lay low* until morning, [saying,] "As a lion, 
" so will He break all my bones : 

'* from day even to night dost Thou make an end of me." 

14 Like a swallow,^ [like]^ a crane, so was I wont to 

chatter : 
I was wont to mourn like the dove : 
mine eyes failed [while they looked] upwards: 
[and I said,] " Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for 

me!" 



15 What can I speak? Why, that He said [it] unto me, 

and [that] He Himself did [it]. 
I shall [now] walk all my years by reason of the bitter- 
ness of my soul.* 

16 Lord, men live upon these [things]," 

and on every one among them [hangs] the life of my 

spirit : 
for Thou must restore me : revive me, I say ! 

17 Behold, I had bitterness, [yea] bitterness, for the sake 

of weal :° 



shorter the further the weft pro- 
ceeds, until at length the piece is 
finished, and the weaver cuts 
through the short threads, and so 
sets it free." — Delitzsch. 

^ Every morning he expected 
to die before the iiight, and every 
night he expected to die before 
the morning. 

* So Delitzsch and Maurer. 
1 In Smith's Dictionary of the 
Bible the version here given of 



D^D and IliV respectively is spoken 
of as admitting of no doubt. 
^ For the omission of the prefix 

cf. n^**^ prn Di^n^, ch. xxix. 7. 

' Hezekiah views the prolon- 
gation of his life as a result of 
the bitterness of his soul, ie. 
of the sore disease in which he 
was. 

'" i.e. upon God's promises and 
work. 

■ See note ^ 
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and [now] Thou hast [so] loved my soul [as to deliver 

it] from the pit of destruction : 
for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back. 

18 For Shtdl cannot make acknowledgment to Thee ; death 

cannot praise Thee ; 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for Thy 
truth. 

19 The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I 

[do] this day : 
a father to children shall make known Thy truth, 
[saying,] 

20 " The Lord [was ready] to save me : 

" therefore we will harp my music all the days of our 
life ^ the house of the Lord." 



HezeMah, the human composer of this song, was a type of 
Chnst in more than one way. He was so officially, being 
the head and representative of the Davidic house for the time 
being. But he was so in a more private capacity as well, 
having borne a peculiar character for righteousness. " He did," 
we are told, " that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
according to all that David his father did. ... He trusted 
in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that after him was none 
like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were 
before him. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not 
from following Him, but kept His commandments which the 
Lord commanded Moses." ^ And in reward hereof it was 
that his life was prolonged by a special Providence, and he 
recovered from a sickness which otherwise would have been 
fatal. On which accounts we cannot err in regarding his 
recovery as typifying Christ's Resurrection. As Hezekiah's 

1 2 Kings xviii 3, 6, 6. 



70 THE SONG OF HEZEKIAH. 

recovery was in reward of his righteousness, so Christ's 
Resurrection was in reward of His perfect righteousness, and 
to certify that His righteousness was accepted by God ; and 
as Hezekiah's healing took place on the third day,^ so also 
Christ's Resurrection. 

These considerations at once show what is the force of 
Hezekiah's song. Hezekiah wrote it in the person of his 
great Descendant. We hear in it Christ rendering thanks 
for being brought out of " the pit of destruction." It will be 
remembered that in the Incarnation the Eternal Son made 
Himself one not with a man, but with mankind generally ; 
tabernacling (as St. John expresses it) not in a man, but " in 
us."^ By virtue of this He had perfect sympathy with the 
whole human race, and therefore also He must have entered 
most fiilly into those feelings which we naturally have with 
regard to death. Of those feelings the greater part of the 
song before us is descriptive. The expression twice occurring, 
" from day even to night dost Thou make an end of me," may 
be illustrated by the passage in the Christian Year — 

" every pulse 
That on the tedious cross, 
Told the long hours of death, as one by one, 
f The life-stringa of tJiat tender Heart gave way.^^^ 

In the latter part of v. 15 we have the truth distinctly 
asserted that the bestowal by the Father of Christ's resurrec- 
tion-life was a result of Christ's submitting to death : as He 
said, " Except a com of wheat fall into the ground, and die, 
it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."* 
In ». 16 we have the Divine Speaker saying in thanksgiving 
to God, as He said in answer to the tempter, " Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God."^ It will be remembered that Christ's 
Resurrection was the work of the Father in the first instance, 
and that in so far as it was His own work it was done in 
obedience to the Father's commandment.^ In the latter part 

1 2 Kings XX. 6, 8. a John 1. 14. 

» Christian Year, Tuesday before Easter. * John xii. 24. 

» Matt iv. 4. • John x. 18. 
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oiv, 17 we have expressed that result of Christ's Death and 
Eesurrection which consisted in our forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation : our sins having been as it were carried down by 
Christ into the grave, and there left. For it need not be 
observed that the "sins" spoken of in t;. 17 are those which, 
although not (God forbid the thought) of Christ's own com- 
mitting, He had nevertheless made His own, by taking upon 
HiTn that nature wjbich was stained with them by our act and 
deed ; and that He felt them accordingly as if He had com- 
mitted them Himself. Lastly, with «;. 19 we may compare 
Isaiah liii. 10 : " [saying that] if His Soul would make Itself 
an offering for sin, He should see a seed [which] should pro- 
long its days."^ " Behold I and the chil(&en whom God hath 
given Me."^ "I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren, 
in the midst of a congregation will I praise Thee."* The 
historical ground of the expression will be seen in the fact 
that Manasseh, Hezekiah's eldest son, was not bom imtil after 
his father's sickness and recovery: so that had Hezekiah 
died at the time when he penned this song, he would have 
died childless, and the " sure mercies of David "* would seem 
to have failed. 

The chief, or rather perhaps the only, difficulty in the way 
of the Messianic interpretation, is the imderstanding of t;. 13 
in the lips of Christ ; for of Him it had been determined and 
prophetically declared, " A bone of Him shall not be broken."^ 
In the first place, however, the language of verse 13 in the 
song may be merely a poetical description of the state of 
death in general ; and in the next place, if the language is to 
be pressed, it may be understood as describing that expecta- 
tion which outward circumstances were forcing upon the 
Lord's human mind ; though that expectation was ever belied 
by the constancy of His faith. 

The song is the canticle for Lauds on Thursdays according 
to the Sarum and Eoman rites. The spirit of it is entire mis- 



1 See Mason and Bernard's Heb. Grammar, 1st Edition, vol. ii. pp. 327, 828. 
« Isa. viil 18, cited Heb. ii. 13. » Ps. xxii. 22, cited Heb, il 12. 

4 Isa. Iv. 8, cited Acts xiii. 84. 
• Ex. ziL 46, and Ps. xxxiy. 20 ; dted John xiz. 88. 
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trust of the creature, and entire confidence in the Creator; 
confidence rising into loving joy .and thankfidness : the expres- 
sion, towards God, of the two truths which St. Paul expresses 
towards his readers, '^ The wages of sin is death, but tiie gift 
of God is eternal life."^ And we, now that life and immor- 
tality have been brought to light through the Gospel, may 
joyfully add with the Apostle, "through Jesus Christ our 
Lord :" seeing that to Christ authority over all flesh was given 
by the Father, that He should give eternal life to as many as 
the Father had given Him. 

1 Bom. vi 28. 
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Jonah n. 1-10. 



By reason of the distress which I had, I called unto 
the Lord, and He hath answered me : 

I cried from out of the womb of Shedl, [and] Thou hast 
heard my voice. 

4 For Thou hadst cast me into a depth, into the heart of 

seas, 
that a flood might surround me : 
there passed over me all Thy billows and Thy waves. 

5 Then I said, I am driven away from before Thine eyes ; 
yet I will* look again toward Thy holy temple. 

6 Waters came about me, even imto the soul ;^ 
the deep was wont to surround me : 

weeds [were] wrapped about my head.** 



• Or, "I shall look:" being 
expressive not of a resolution then 
and there taken, but of a hope of 
something to be done subsequently 
to the anticipated deliverance. 
This is the way in which the word 
is taken by Kashi and Kimchi 
The rendering in the text however 
toeems preferable : for the expres- 
idon ''I wiU look," need not be 
understood as implying the sup- 



pliant's setting his face bodily in 
a particular direction; it may 
mean merely, *' I wiU direct the 
desires of my heart to the place 
where Thine honour dwelleth, 
with expectation that my prayers 
wiU be heard and answered ^m 
thence." 

^ Le. so as to threaten my life. 

* If the literal signification is 
to be pressed with regard to Jonah, 
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7 I went down to the roots** of the mountains ; 
as for the earth, her bars [were] about me for ever :® 
yet Thou, Lokd my God, hast brought up my life 
from destruction.' 



8 I remembered the Lord, when my spirit within me was 

overwhelmed : 
and my prayer came unto Thee, into Thy holy temple. 

9 Such as diligently 8f observe false vanities 
will forsake [Him who is] their kindness.^ 



this expression is probably to be 
explained on the ground that the 
fish had taken some amount of 
sea-weed into its mouth, either 
along with Jonah, or previously or 
subsequently to swallowing him. 

* The Hebrew word is of doubt- 
ful meaning; the general sense 
however of the passage is suffi- 
ciently evident. 

• This " for ever" expresses the 
idea which arose to Jonah's mind 
from the circumstances by which 
he was surrounded. To all appear- 
ance the earth's bars toere about 
him for ever. It will be remem- 
Ipered that the doctrine of the 
resurrection of all the dead was 
not matter of revelation at the 
time when Jonah prophesied. The 
idea appears to have been that of 
being barred up inside the earth 
(Le. in the waters beneath the 
earth, Ex. xx. 4) : the "bars" 
being in fact much the same as 
the "gates of hell" mentioned by 
the Lord in Matt zvi 18. 



' AU scholars, we believe, are 
agreed that this is the proper ren- 
dering of the Hebrew word in 
such a context as this. See Thrupp 
on Psalm xvi. {Introd. to Study 
and Use of the Paahns), 

* The idea of diligence is im.plied 
in the Piel conjugation. 

^ With Dion here we may 
compare TlDltD, Ps. xvi. 2, '»1Dn» 
Ps. cxHv. 2. The translation in 
the text is substantially that of 
Maurer. In the Authorized ren-. 
dering of this verse the contrast 
is drawn as if it were between 
observing lying vanities on the 
one hand, and sacrificing to the 
true Gk)d on the other : whereas it 
lies really not between two courses 
of action, but between two parties 
of flesh and blood: idolaters on 
the one hand (the crew of the ship 
out of which Jonah had been cast), 
and Jonah himself on the other. 
This is evident from the emphasis 
in V, 2 being on ^^K ; whereas, had 
the other view been correct^ it 
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10 1 however will sacrifice unto Thee [with] the voice of 
acknowledgment ; 
I wiU pay that which I vowed.* 
To the Lord [belongeth] salvation indeed.^ 



Owing to a mistranslation, grammatically indeed tenable, but 
diametrically opposed to the context, this song is supposed by 
all the commentators whom the present writer has been able 
to consult, to have been uttered by the prophet while yet in 
the belly of the fish. " Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God 
out of the fish's belly" is the rendering of the Authorized 
English Version. We say, this is opposed to the context \ for 
when we examine the prayer itself, we find that it does not 
contain a single petition for deliverance, but that from first to 
last its language is that of thanksgiving. The speaker de- 
scribes himself as having been in straits, having prayed and 
having been answered. It is, in short, a " prayer" only in 
the widest possible sense of the term — as being an address to 
God. The true rendering, however, of the verse with which 
the prayer is introduced is not necessarily that of the Author- 
ized Translators; the preposition rendered by them "out of" 
does not always signify motion (as of a person, or of an utter- 
ance) from out of a place ; it sometimes signifies simple sepa- 



would have been on ^^, and the 

verse would have run nn^tfc^ \A 

' Vrt, or at aU events HnntK 1^ '•^Kl 
'Ul. What Jonah means to say 
IB, that while the ship's crew will 
or may turn again away from God 
in spite of aU their vows, he for 
his part will not be like them. 
(So Kimchi. ) 
* Kimchi would understand 

*)DK7 here, as so often in the 



Bible, "I will pay that which I 
vowed, [saying,] *To the Lord, 
[belongeth],*" etc. 

^ The addition of some such 
word as ** indeed" seems necessary 
for expressing the emphasis which 
belongs to the word nJliTlK^ ; and 
with a view to expressing which 
the prophet avoids quoting ver- 
batim the last verse of Ps. iii, 
which otherwise would have been 
ready to his hand. 
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ration. It occurs in this sense, Prov. xx. 3 : " It is honour to 
a man to dwell ajpart from strife." And thus the verse be- 
fore us may with equal propriety be rendered, " Then Jonah 
prayed unto the Lord his God in separation from the fish's 
belly" (or, after he had come out of the fish's belly). It is 
indeed true that the historical notice of the deliverance itself 
does not occur till the close of the song, viz., in t?. 11, which 
in E. V. is rendered, "And the Lord spake unto the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land." But that verse 
may just as well be rendered, " Now [or, For] the Lord had 
spoken unto the fish, and it had vomited out Jonah," etc^ 
We have a similar explanation of things formerly taken for 
granted, in i. 10, "For the men knew," etc.: and again 
another in Isa. xxxviii. 21, "For Isaiah had said, Let them 
take a lump of figs," etc. 

When we make allowance for this, and then take the Prayer 
itself into consideration, it will seem most reasonable to con- 
clude that it is a thanksgiving for deliverance after the de- 
liverance, has been accomplished : and that thus it is to be 
classed with such utterances as the First Song of Moses, the 
Song of Deborah, and the Song of HezekLah ; all of which 
were undoubtedly uttered after the accomplishment of those 
mercies which they severally celebrate. 

The first verse of the present song may be parted off from 
the rest, as containing a summary of the whole. We have 
then two sets or strophes of three verses apiece (tw. 4-6 and 
8-10), enclosing a central verse (». 7) wherein the prophet 
concentrates all his thankful devotion; specifying in particular 
the mercy which has been shown him, and confessing his love 
for his Deliverer in the expression " Lord my God," which 
occurs nowhere else in the song. 

As to the significance of the song, we have no need to draw 
inferences for ourselves from an examination of its language, 
or from the history of its human composer. We know from 
the highest Authority that the man who composed it was a 
type of Christ Himself, and that the circumstances with re- 

1 All which Stier {Words of iht Lord Jesus^ vol. ii. p. 177, English Transl.) has to aaj 
against the Tiew heore propounded, is that it is too far-fetched. 
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ference to which he composed it tjrpified certain all-important 
points in the history of our redemption. " As Jonas was three 
days and three nights in the wliale's belly, so shall the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth." 1 

Jonah associates himself by his own act (the sinfulness of 
which does not form a part of the tjrpe) with a whole company 
of men ; and of men having different nationalities, as appears 
from their serving different deities.^ The ship in which he 
and his fellow-voyagers are is in danger of foundering with 
aU on board. Thereupon, in accordance with the Divine plan, 
and practically in obedience to a Divine intimation, he is 
devoted to death for the deliverance of the rest : by which 
means, and (as would sefem) in the very hour in which it was 
employed, the deliverance is effected : Jonah is taken up and 
cast by his fellow-voyagers into the sea, which thereupon 
ceases from its raging. We could scarcely have a more strik- 
ing type of our blessed Lord, who by His own act and deed 
cast in His lot with a whole world of mortal men, uniting 
Himself to their fellowship in the mystery of His Incarna- 
tion, and then, having done so, consented, for the purpose of 
delivering them from death, to be betrayed and given up to 
death Himself. 

It is however with Jonah's experience following immedi- 
ately upon his being cast out that we are now more particu- 
larly concerned. Cast out of the ship, he sank into that 
element which over and over again in Scripture is used as an 
emblem of the state of death — even deep water. Surrounded 
and overwhelmed by the water of the great sea he remained : 
his life miraculously preserved, and with his life his conscious- 
ness : and this, during a space of time which the Jews were 
wont to call three days and three nights, but which we with 
greater verbal accuracy term one clear day.^ On the third 



1 Matt. zii. 40. * Jonah i. 5. 

* " In the Jerusalem Talmud (cited by Lightfoot) [and by Stier], it is said 'that a day 

and night together make up a ruiv (a wx^t*^tpov)t and tliat any part of such a period 
is counted as the whole.' See 1 Sam. zxx. 12, 13. Hos. vi. 2."— Alford, on Matt. zii. 
40, 
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day lie was cast up on the dry land ; on which occasion he 
gave utterance to the song before us ; as we have reasonably 
inferred already from the contents of the song itselt 

Thus then were represented in living type, not only Chrisfc's 
Incarnation and devotion to death, as we saw before, but two 
other things as well : one, the descent of Christ into hell, 
^ into the lower parts of the earth," as St. Paul expresses it :^ 
He " being put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the 
spirit :"^ His human spirit retaining its life, and His human 
soul its consciousness ; His spirit being pervaded by the Holy 
Spirit of God, Who had been bestowed upon Him at His bap- 
tism. The other thing typified was Christ's deliverance from 
the state of death, in His resurrection from the dead ; it being 
impossible for Him to be holden by hell f just as it was im- 
possible for the fish to retain Jonah : and the deliverance of 
Jonah from the fish, and the deliverance of the Lord from 
hell, being alike accomplished in fulfilment of a command from 
God. " The Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah," is what we read in the sacred narrative of the type, 
and to the Jews the Lord said Himself with regard to His life, 
" No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take 
it again. This commandment did I receive of My Father."* 

And to all this agrees the language of the song. Jonah 
speaks of himself as of one who had actually been in the world 
of the dead. It is quite possible that he believed himself to 
have been, though still alive, yet actually in the locality where 
the souls of the dead were being kept ; — i.e. in waters beneath 
the earth, and which the earth, like the walls of a prison,* 
surrounded on all sides. But be this as it may, the language 
brought upon Jonah's tongue by the Holy Ghost does certainly 
in strictness imply what we have said. 

And we cannot doubt but the language which was thus put 
into Jonah's lips was meant by the Holy Ghost for Christ's 
language. This Song is, we are sure, only another instance 



1 Bph. Iv. 9. 2 1 Pet. iii. 18. » Acts U. 34. 

4 John X. 18. » Cf. 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
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of what we so often find in the PsaJms, — ^language used under 
typical circumstances, and which could only be used in strict 
propriety under those other circumstances which would, at a 
later period of time, form the antitype. 

How appropriately this song is used by the Greek Church 
on Saturday will be obvious to every reader. The Greeks 
use it on that day as a part of their office for Lauds. 



%^t &ong: of l^abaiiiiuii. 



Habakkuk in. 



' A PRAYER OF HABAKKUK THE PROPHET UPON; 

SHIGIONOTff. 

2 Lord, I have heard what Thou didst cause [me] to 

hear;* I am afraid :** 
[as for] Thy work, Lord, revive it,^ [now] in the 

midst of years :^^ 
in the midst of years Thou must make [Thyself] known : 
Thou must remember mercy, [even] in wrath. 



• Cf. V. 16. 

** The past tense in such verbs 
as this expresses sometimes (as 
here) the state into which the 
speaker Tum come, and in which 
he is stilL 

* " Revive what Thou hast 
promised : i.e. fulfil Thy promise, 
let not Thy word fail and die, but 

'let it be fulfiUed in act"— St. 
Jerome, cited with approval by 
Maurer. 

"* "When the prophet directs 
his eye to the still remote object 
of the oracle (ch. iL), the fidfil- 
ment of which was to be delayed, 
but yet assuredly to come at last. 



(ch. ii 3), the interval between 
the present time and the vUf^ 
appointed by QkA (ch. ii. 3) 
appears to him as a long series of 
years, at the end only of which the 
judgment is to come upon the 
oppressors of His people, namely 
the Chaldeans. He therefore 
prays that the Lord will not de- 
lay for long the work He designs 
to do, or cause it to come to life 
only at the appointed interval, 
but will bring it to life within 
years, ie. the years which would 
pass by if the fulfilment were de- 
layed, before that m6*Bd arrived." 
— KeiL 
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3 God was wont to come, [departing]® from Teman : 
and the Holy One from tjie mountains <* of Paran. 

Selah. 
His glory covered the heavens, 
and the earth was full of His brightness.* 

4 And there was wont to be a gleaming with the light : 
rays [proceeding] out of His hand had He : 

and there [it was that] the hiding of His power [had 
place].®® 

5 Pestilence was wont to go before Him, 

and behind Him' a burning fire^ was wont to go 
• forth. 

6 He stood, and rocked «f the earth: 

He beheld, and caused nations to tremble ;^ 



* We give this rendering, in order 
to convey the trae sense of the 
original The force of the future 
tense Kll^, and which here indi- 
cates a habit, must be preserved 
(cf. the last line of v. 6) ; and at 
the tame time we must guard 
against the idea of sefceral startings. 
The prophet celebrates in his 
prayer a whole series of Divine 
marchings or progresses, which 
began from Sinai, poetically de- 
noted by the word Paran. 

* laterally, "mountain." The 
word however means mornkJUm,' 
ra/ngt or rMywnJtain-district. 

* So Kimchi, who compares I^H, 
Job xxix. 3. 

•• " There:" I e. in the bright 
beams which proceeded from His 



hand. His hand was the seat of 
His power ; and it was hidden by 
the bright beams which proceeded 
out of it. Power overpowered by 
light. Strength eclipsed by the 
awful brightness of infinite purity. 
This seems to be the meaning. 

' literaUy, "atHisfeet," Ct 

rhrh* I Sam. xxv. 42. 

^ So Keil, who compares Dent. 
TYxii. 24 

s So LXX. and Chald. ; " from 
T^D, Arab. Med. Ye, to be moved," 
Gesenius ; though he himself 
renders the passage differently. 
The rendering given above is justi- 
fied by the parallel clause. It is 
adopted by KeiL 

*^ So Gesenius and KeiL 
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and everlasting mountains^ were broken in pieces ;^ 
eternal hiUs did bow : 
eternal goings [are] His.^ 

7 I have seen the tents of Cushan^ [in] fear of evil :" 
the tent-curtains of the land of Midian were wont to 

be disturbed. 

8 Was [Thy wrath], Lord, kindled against rivers ? 
was Thy wrath [kindled] against rivers ? 

was Thine indignation [kindled] against the sea, 
when Thou wert wont to ride with** Thy horses 
[in] Thy chariots of salvation ?** 



* Le. mountainB which seemed 
as if they wotild have lasted for 
ever. So "eternal hills" in the 
next line. 

^ So Gres., after Kimchi, 
^ ie. His ways are not new or 
changeable. As He did at the 
time when He led His people 
through the wilderness, so He can 
and will do again. 

* ie. some nomadic people. 
This is evident from the paraUel 
clause. The name, Chushan is 
probably the same as Cu^h; just 

as in Gen. xxxvL 29, }tDv is the 

same as t2v. So Bochart, Schnur- 
rer, Hitzig, Maurer, etc. If the 
Oushite woman whom Moses mar- 
ried (Num. xii. I) was Zipporah, 
this would show some connexion 
between the name Cush and the 
Midianites. (Note by the way, 
that this does not necessarily in- 
volve the imputation of a Cushite 



origin to the Midianites.) An- 
other interpretation of l&^3 vHK 
may be, ''the tents of the people 
now inhabiting the country over 
which Chushan once ruled : " 
that people being assumed to be 
akin to the Midianites, but not ne- 
cessarily descended from the same 
stock whereof Chushan and his 
subjects came : just as the English 
nation of the present day might be 
called poetically the people of 
Arthur, though Arthur was Cel- 
tic, and the great mass of the 
English race are not. 

" So Heinemann. 

^ The idea is not that of riding 
on horseback, but that of riding 
in a chariot drawn by several 
horses. This is evident from the 
use of the pluraL 

** For the construction, Manrer 
compares riDT 131*7 (Ezek. xvL 
27), and W ^DHD (Ps. had. 7). 
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9 Thy bow was wont to be made quite uaked :P 
[with] seven-fold rods,^ [with] a word (Selah), 
[Thou didst cleave] rivers ^^ [as] Thou wouldest cleave 
the earth/ 

10 Mountains saw Thee, [and] were wont to writhe;" 
a rain of waters passed :^ 

the depth gave its voice, 

it lifted up its hands on high.^ 

1 1 The sun [stood still], the moon stood still, [each in its] 

habitation,^ 
at the light of Thine arrows [which] went about,^ 
at the gleaming of the Ughtning of Thy spear. 

12 Thou wert wont to march [through] the land in fury : 



» literaUy, ''made naked with 
nakedness." The meaning of the 
line is, " Thy power was fully re- 
vealed. " (Heinemann. ) n^J^, ace. 
to Kimchi, is from the root HIJ^, 
and ")iyn, ace. to the same auth- 
ority, is Niphal of 1iy. 

^ The translator gives this ren- 
dering, not as being entirely satis- 
factory to him, but merely because 
he has not found a better. Ti^'2^ 
is here treated as the Kal passive 
participle of ^'^ ; this root being 
taken in the sense of '* to be seven. " 
''Sevenfold" is the reading ad- 
opted by Ewald. 

« In Ps. bmv. 16 (16, Prayer- 
book) this word seems to include 
the Red Sea as well as the Jordan, 
and 18 sa understood by Dr. Kay. 

' So Heinemann. 

" See Ex. zix. 18. 



* The reference is to the storm 
of rain which accompanied the 
Exodus. See Ps. Ixxvii 17. 

* The reference is to the rising 
up of the waters of the Bed Sea 
like a wall : which is distinctly as- 
serted as a fact in Ex. xv. 8. 

" Or (if Gesenius's opinion be 

accepted, that the root P3t=?l*7> 
to be round, to make round), " [in 
its] sphere : " the idea being tiiat 
the Sim, the moon, and each of the 
seven planets which were known 
to the ancient Jews was fixed in 
its sphere ; the several spheres 
being inside one another like the 
skins of an onion. (See Yad Ha* 
chaxdhah^ Foundations of the Law, 
ch. iii. 3.) But in either case 
the meaning may be the same. 

^ The same expression occurs 
Pb. Ixxvii 17. 
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Thou wert wont to thresh nations in anger. ^ 

13 Thou wentest forth to save^ Thy people, 
to save* Thine anointed One ;" 

Thou didst dash in pieces the head^ [of him that was] 

of the house of the wicked one, 
making bare the foundation even unto the neck.' 

Selah. 

14 Thou didst thrust through with his own* lances the 

heads** of his leaders,^ 
[when] they swept along for the purpose of scattering 
me. 



* Of the victories under Joshua. 

* yg^, a substantive properly, 
but construed as if it had been an 
infinitive followed by an accusa- 
tive. So Keil, who refers to 
Ewald, § 239 (a). 

" Messiah the Son of David, ace. 
to Kimchi. Saul and David, ace. to 
Rashi. "The Divinely-anointed 
King of Israel . • . the Davidic 
king absolutely, including the 
Messiah. '' — KeiL 

' Cf. Ps. Ixviii 21, ex. 6. 

' ie. making the foundation 
bare by pulling down the whole 
building, and destrojring it all 
except that part which is most im- 
portant. The metaphor is compli- 
cated; being partly that of a 
house, and partly that of a human 
body. And the prophecy has 
reference to events yet to come ; 
when God wiU again go forth for 
the salvation of His people, of 
those who have received £^ holy 



anointing (spoken of here in the 
singular number, because they 
form one body in Christ), and 
will dash in pieces the head of 
Antichrist, the ofi^ring of the 
apostate church, andwill make bare 
. the foundation of the same church, 
mystical Babylon, by destroying 
her even to the neck (not the Aeo^, 
for the Head is Christ, and inde- 
structible ; as are aU who abide in 
Him). 

• SoKimchL " The thought ia 
that the hostile troops wiU slay 
one another in consequence of the 
confusion. " — KeiL 

•• ** The prophet was led to the 
unusual figure of the piercing of 
the head by the reminiscence of 
the piercing of Sisera's head by 
Jael (Judg. V. 26)."— KeiL 

^ So Maurer and Rosenmiiller; 
and apparently Heinemann, for he 
refers to Ex. xviii 11 (last clause) 
as a parallel passage. Keil denies 
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[when] their exultation [was] as though [they were 
ready] c to eat the poor one [who was] in the hiding- 
place. 

15 Thou didst tread upon the sea [with] Thine horses, 
[upon] the foaming** of many waters. 

16 1 have heard, and my belly hath been disturbed ; my 

lips quivered at the sound : 
rottenness was wont to enter into my bones,® and I was 

wont to tremble [in] my place,' 
I who should have rested^ in the day of distress, 
when there would be a coming up^ in behalf of the 

people who would be invaded.* 

17 Although the fig-tree should not flourish, 
and there should be no produce on the vines ; 
[although] the yielding of the olive-tree should have 

failed,^ 
and no one of the corn-fields should have borne fruit. 



the poBBibility of this rendering ; 
and (after Delitzsch) renders it 
" hordes ; " deriving it from a 
noun nS, or HB, signifying the 

population settled in the open 
country. 

* 01 Isa. xxxviii 20. 

* So G^senius. 

* ie. the firmest parts of my 
bodily frame were unnerved, and 
lost tiieir strength as if they had 
been decaying. 

' SoBashL 
' So Maurer. 

^ Literally, '' at the coming 
up." 



* Literally, ** [whom one] would 
invade with his robber-troops." 
Of. Gen. zlix. 18. The meaning 
of the whole verse is, I was struck 
with terror at hearing what I did, 
although having the assurance of 
escape myself. The coming up 
which is mentioned in the last line 
is OoiTa : the Hebrew verb means 
sometimes to go forth to battle: 
as in Ps. xlviL 6 (6, E.V.); on 
which see Thrupp's remarks in his 
Introduction to the Study a/nd Use 
of the Psalms. 

J "Disappointed," Keil : who 
compares Hos, iz. 2. 
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[although] the flock should have been cut off^ from the 

fold, 
and there should be no cattle in the stalls : 
18 yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 

I will joy in the God of my salvation. 

God the Lord [is] my might, 

and hath made my feet like [the feet of] harts, 

and will cause me to walk upon my high places. 

[Note] by the chief Musician : — ^Upon Neginoth,^ 



There can be very little doubt but this Prayer is to be 
understood in conne^on with the prophecies in L other two 
chapters of Habakkuk's short book, i.e. as expressing the 
devotional feelings to which God*s saints would naturally give 
utterance under the circumstances therein prophetically de- 
scribed. And however difficult it may be to decide the exact 
date at which these chapters were penned, the subject-matter 
of them is perfectly clear : it is the invasion of Palestine by 
the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar,! and its accompanying 
calamities, which are described with various details in the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah. 

In the Prayer, indeed, the allusion to those calamities is 
but very slight; the last line oi v, 16 is the only passage 

1 To ch. ii. 18, Jeremiah alludes (IL 18) in reference to Babylon. 



« literaUy, " [although one] n^n Isa. xix. 9, ^J^^H Jer. xxii 14, 

shall have cut off the flock.'' ", , ,, . " " . ^ . 

^ie. stringed instruments; not w^d probably ^W, ixwwwn. PoBSi- 

" my stringed instrument," for bly WM just befow ia a gimflar 

the possessive pronoun does not instance ; and if so, then in Ps. 

make sense here. The termina- xviii. 34, from which it is borrowed 

tion is an uncommon plural one ; here, 
we have another instance of it in 
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there where we find any mention of a hostile invasion of any 
kind; the calamities which the prophet then contemplates 
are those of famine through failure of crops and beasts, rather 
than those caused by war. The explanation whereof is pro- 
bably this :— that whereas the occasion on which the Prayer 
was composed was, as we have seen, the Chaldean invasion, 
the Prayer itself, composed in the spirit of prophecy, looks 
forward to a time when famine within the Church' would be 
a worse judgment than even the invasion of enemies from 
without : the time to which reference is thus made being pro- 
bably the same of which Amos prophesied, saying, "Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord GioD, that I will send a famine 
in the land ; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but 
of hearing the words of the Lord : and they shall wander 
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they 
shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall 
not find it. In that day shall the fair virgins and young 
men faint for thirst :"^ "no prophet any more,"^ the prophet 
being figuratively denoted by the " fig-tree," no ministration 
of the Spirit through the laying on of hands, mystically 
denoted by "the olive:" Christians, Grod's sheep, scattered 
from the " fold," the enclosure of the Church, by anti-christian 
wolves : and no " oxen " in the stall, i.e. none to fulfil the 
office of pastor : the com and wine being also cut off, i.e. the 
Holy Communion no more administered : — all which calami- 
ties will help to make up the Great Tribulation of the last 
days.^ 

The subject-matter of the Prayer is Grod's glory; manifested 
in awful judgment, but for the salvation of His people in the 
discomfiture of those who were alike His people^s enemies and 
His own. The prophet pleads this with God, beseeching 
Him to manifest His glory in similar fashion again. And 
then, even while hearing the "wars and rumours of wars," 
and while suffering the additional judgment of famine, 
whether in regard of bodily sustenance or of spiritual, he 
fortifies himself in the confidence of faith, knowing that Grod 
is not limited to the use of secondary means, and that the 

1 Am. viiL 12, 13. > Pb. Ixxiv. 9. » See Dan. viiL 11-13 ; Re7. xi, MO. 
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prcmiue which had been given him, the promise of rest in the 
day of distress, ooold not possibly be broken. And in the 
confidence there maintained he appropriates to himself the 
language which David had nsed, when, speaking in the person 
of Christ, he was rendering praise for the Sesorrection of 
Christy and for its results.^ 

The whole has its chief application in reserve for times yet 
to come. This was seen by Kimchi, who refers the Prayer 
both to the present time of Israel's calamities, and also to the 
time of the war with Gog and Magog. Dr. Heinemann also 
refers the whole prophecy in w. 17, 18 to the time of the 
Messiah. The true application, however, is to the afflictions 
which are to come upon God's faithful remnant, and the judg- 
ments which are to be sent upon Christendom in general, in 
the closing time of the present dispensation, when the yoke of 
Babylon mystical will press heavily upon Grod's faithful ones, 
and she will make herself drunk with their blood ;* and when, 
at a later period, the spiritual sustenance of God's elect will 
be intermitted, and His ordinances cast to the ground, in the 
time of Antichrist. In the midst of these calamities let the 
faitlifUl remnant look forward to the glories of the Resurrec- 
tion, when the anticipations expressed in the latter half of 
Psalm xviii. will be fidfilled in their experienca 

It may be interesting to remark that, as sung in our old 
serviiHvbiH>ka, tlie last clause of v. 18 ran thus — "I will joy 
in OihI my Jt>sus,"* just as in t?. 13 the rendering was, " Thou 
Wt\nt«^t forth for the salvation of Thy people, for salvation 
with Thy Christ*** The Christian reference was thus more 
di«t.inot.)y )uarktHl« thoxigh with these renderings (ungrammati- 
mK «uxi>tH>vtvr» mui thor^iv^w* inadmissible) a oonfosion of per- 
«\\i(« i« uui^^hu'tHl : J\Mr in r 13 the salvation was actually 
>Vt>^\^^hl by \\\<^ Fathor J\>t His Incarnate Son,* and in v. 18 
U i* OhvUi Uuu««>lf who ;s}>^\iifcs: th? i^h^earsing both Psalm 
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xviii. and the present Song or Prayer, in union with Him and 
as members of His Body. 

This Canticle forms a part of the Lauds office on Friday, 
according to the Sarum and Koman rites. It also forms, in 
the same rites, a part of the Good Friday " Mass of the Pre- 
sanctified,"^ apparently on account of the curious rendering 
in V. 2, ^ In the midst of two animals Thou shalt be made 
known,"* which was supposed to refer to Christ*s being cru- 
cified between two thieves. In the Greek Church it is used 
in the Lauds office for Thursday. 

^ That is, the order of mimstering Holy Gommanion of the elements which had been 
sanctified or consecrated on the previous day. It is uncanonical to celebrate the 
Bncharist on Good Friday. 

* " In medio duorum animaliom innotesceris" (PHVI ^VO 3103 V1^ D*3B^ 3103). 
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%vo, *js. 6d, 

Parochial and Plain Sermons. 

By John Henry Newman, B.D., formerly Vicar of St. Mary's, 
Oxford. Edited by the Rev. W. J. Copeland, Rector of 
Farnham, Essex. 

New Edition, Eight vols. Crown %vo, ^s, each. 
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Nk^w Publications 



Sermons bearing on Subjects of 

the Day. By John Henry Newman, B.D. Edited by the 
Rev. W. J. Copeland, Rector of Famham, Essex. 

New Edition. Crown Svo, $s. 

Spiritual Guidance. With an In- 
troduction by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M. A., Rector of Clewer, 
Berks, and Honorary Canon of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford, 

Crown Svo, 6s. 

Self -Renunciation. From the French. 

With Introduction by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector 
of Clewer, Berks. 

Crown Svo, 6s, 

The Divinity of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ ; being the Bampton Lectures for 
1866. By Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.CL., Canon of 
St. Paul's, and Ireland Professor of Exegesis in the University 
of Oxford. 

Seventh Edition, Crown ^0. $s. 

Sermons Preached before the 

University of Oxford. By Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., 
D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's, and Ireland Professor of Exegesis 
in the University of Oxford. 

Fourth Edition, Crown Svo, ^s. 



Mkssrs. Rivington's 



Plain Sermons preached at 

Brighstone. By George Moberly, D.C.L., Bishop of 
Salisbury. 

Third and Cheaper Edition, Crown Svo, ^s, 

A Manual for the Sick ; with 

other Directions. By Launcelot Andre wes, D.D., sometime 
Lord Bishop of Winchester. Edited, with a Preface, by 
Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's. 

With Portrait, Third Edition, Large type, 2^mo, 2s, 6d, 

The Annotated Book of Common 

Prayer; being an Historical, Ritual, and Theological Com- 
mentary on the Devotional System of the Church of England. 
Edited by John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S. A. 

Sixth Edition^ Revised, Imperial Zvo, 3df. 

The Life of Madame Louise de 

France, Daughter of Louis XV., known also as the Mother 
T^r^se de S. Augustin. By the Author of **A Dominican 
Artist," "The Life of S. Francis de Sales," &c. 

New Edition, Crown Svo, 6s, 

Life of Archbishop Fenelon. By 

the Author of " Life of S. Francis de Sales," ** Life of Bossuet," 
"A Dominican Artist," &c. 

Crown Svo, [In the Press. 



Nkw Publications 



The Treasury of Devotion : a 

Manual of Prayers for General and Daily Use. Compiled by a 
Priest. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector of 
Clewer, Berks. 

Eighth Edition, i6mo, 2s, 6d.; Limp cloth, 2s, 

Bound with the Book of Common Prayer, y. 6d, 

A Dominican Artist: a Sketch 

of the Life of the Rev. Pfere Besson, of the Order of St. Dominic. 
By the Author of ** The Life of Madame Louise de France," &c. 

Second Edition, Crown ^o. 6s, 

The Reformation of the Church 

of England ; its History, Principles, and Results. A.D. 15 14- 
1547. By John Henry Blunt, M.A„ Editor of "The 
Annotated Book of Common Prayer," and "The Dictionary of 
Doctrinal and Historical Theology," &c. &c. 

Third Edition, Svo, l6s. 

Fables respecting the Popes of the 

Middle Ages : a Contribution to Ecclesiastical History. By 
John J. Ign. von DoUinger. Translated, with Introduc- 
tion and Appendices, by Alfred Plummet, M.A., Fellow and 
Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. 

%vo, I4r. 

Our Mother Church; being Simple 

Talk on High Topics. By Anne Mercier. 

Crown %vo, *js, 6d, 



Hon^on • ^xfbtti • (STambrtDge 



Mkssrs. Rivington's 



HouseJwld Theology : a Handbook 

of Rdigioas InfonnatioD respectiiig the Holj Bable, the Pnjer 
Book, the Chardi, the Ministry, Divine Worship, the Creeds, 
&C. &C. Bj John Heniy Blunt, M.A. 

Xfor EMUam^ Small 8zv. 3^. 6d. 
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Curious Myths of iJie Aliddle 



Ages. By S. Baring-Gonld, \LA., Author of " Post- 
MedixTal Preadiers*'' &c. 

Wiik lUustratijiu. Nem E£tian, Crvam 8cv. dr. 
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TJie Prayer Book Interleaved, 

With Historical Qlnstratioiis and Explanatory Notes» arranged 
parallel to the Text. By the Rer. W. M. Campion, D.D., 
Fellow and Tutor of Queen's College, and Rector of St. 
Botolph^s, and the Rer. W. J. Beamont, M.A., late 
Fdlow of Trinity CoQege, Cambndge. With a Pre£bce by the 
Loffd Bishop of Ely. 

S^uen^ E£tvm^ Small Srv. 7x. 6d. 

The Book of Church Law ; being 

an Exposition of the Legal Rights and Duties of the Clergy and 

Laity of the Church of England. By die Rer. John Henry 

Bhint, M. A., F.S. A. Revised by Walter G. F. Phxilimore, 

BwC.L., Barrister-at-Law, and Chancellor of the Diocese of 

Lincoln. 

Crotan 8cv. 7x. dd^ 

Hymns and Poems for the Sick 

and Sufifering. In connection with the Service for the Visita- 
tion of the Sick. Original, and selected from Various Authors. 
Edited by T. V. Fosbery, M. A., Vicar of St Giles's^ Reading. 
A cw EdUitm^ Small 8ev. 3^. 6d. 
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Nk-w Publications 



The New Mitre Hymnal; adapted 

to the Services of the Church of England. 

idmo. Limp cloth, is. 
An Edition with Tunes. Royal Svo. $s. 

The Happiness of the Blessed^ 

Considered as to the Particulars of their State ; their Recognition 
of each other in that State ; and its Differences of Degrees. To 
which are added, Musings on the Church and her Services. 
By Richard Mant, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Down 
and Connor. 

New Edition, Small %vo, 3J. (id, 

A Shadow of Dante; being an 

Essay towards studying Himself, his World, and his Pilgrimage. 
By Maria Francesca Rossetti. 

With Illustrations, Second Edition, Crown %vo, ios,6d. 

IVarnings of the Holy Week^ etc. ; 

being a Course of Parochial Lectures for the Week before 
Easter and the Easter Festivals. By the Rev. William 
Adams, M.A., Author of "Sacred Allegories." 

Sixth Edition, Small %fuo, 4r. td, 

Consolatio ; or^ Comfort for the 

Afflicted. Edited by the Rev. C. E. Kennaway. With a 
Preface by Samuel Wilberforce, D.D., Lord Bishop of 
Winchester. 

New Edition, Small %vo, jj. 6^. 
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A Commentary^ Expository and 

Devotional, on the Order of the Administration of the Lord's 
Supper, according to the Use of the Church of England. By 
Edward Meyrick Goulbum, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 

Sixth Edition, Small %vo. 6s. 

Also, a Cheap Edition, uniform with " Thoughts on Personal 
Religion,^* and ** The Pursuit of Holiness." ^s. 6d. 

T^e Annual Register ; a Review 

of Public Events at Home and Abroad, for the Year 1873. 

%vo. \%s. 
The Volumes of the New Series, 1863 to 1872, may he had, \%s. each. 

The Knight of Intercession, and 

other Poems. By the Rev. S. J. Stone, M.A., Pembroke 
College, Oxford. 

Second Edition. Small Svo. 6s. 

Bible Readings for Family 

Prayer. By the Rev. W. H. Ridley, M.A., Rector of 
Hambleden, Honorary Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. 

Crown Svo. 
Old Testament — Genesis and Exodus. 2J. 

New Testament 'is 6d \ ^^' Matthew and St. Mark. 2j. 
JNew lestament, y. oa. | g^ ^uke and St. John. 2s. 

The Acts. [/« the Press. 

Liber Precum Publicarum Eccle- 

siae Anglicanse. A Gulielmo Bright, A.M., et Petro 
Goldsmith Medd, A.M., Presbyteris, CoUegii Universitatis 
in Acad. Oxon. Sociis, Latine redditus. 

New Edition, with Rubrics in red., Small Svo. 6s. 
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Sacred Allegories. The Shadow of 

the Cross— The Distant Hills— The Old Man's Home— The 
King's Messengers. By the Rev. W. Adams, M.A., late 
Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. 

With numerous Illustrations, 

New Edition, One Vol, Crown %vo. ^s. 

The four Allegories separately. Crown Svo. 2s, 6d, each, 

AlsOf a Cheap Edition. Small Svo. is. each, 

A Glossary of Ecclesiastical 

Terms. Containing Brief Explanations of Words used in 
Theology, Liturgiology, Chronology, Law, Architecture, Anti- 
quities, Symbolism, Greek Hierology and Mediaeval Latin ; 
together with some account of Titles of our Lord, Emblems of 
Saints, Hymns, Orders, Heresies, Ornaments, Offices, Vest- 
ments and Ceremonial, and Miscellaneous Subjects. By 
Various Writers. Edited by the Rev. Orby Shipley, M. A, 

Crown Svo, iSs, 

Stones of the Temple ; or^ Lessons 

from the Fabric and Furniture of the Church. By Walter 
Field, M.A., F.S.A., Vicar of Godmersham. 

With Illustrations, Second Edition. Crown Svo, Is, 6d, 

The First Chronicle of ^scendune. 

A Tale of the Days of Saint Dunstan. By the Rev. A. D. 
Crake, B.A., Chaplain of All Saints' School, Bloxham, 
Author of the "History of the Church under the Roman 
Empire." 

Crown Svo, 3^. td, 

A If gar the Dane, or the Second 

Chronicle of iEscendune. A Tale of the days of Edmund 
Ironside. By the Rev. A. D. Crake, B.A, Chaplain of All 
Saints' School, Bloxham. 

Crown Svo, 35. 6d, 
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A Companion to the Old Testa- 

ment ; being a Plain Commentary on Scripture History, down 
to the Birth of our Lord 

Small %vo 3J. (id 
Also in Two Parts : — 

Part I. — The Creation of the World to the Reign of Saul. 
Part II.— The Reign of Saul to the Birth of Our Lord. 

Small Svo. 2s. each. 

A Companion to the New Testa- 

ment. Uniform with "A Companion to the Old Testament" 

Small %vo, [In the Press, 

The Greek Testament. With a. 

Critically Revised Text ; a Digest of Various Readings ; Mar- 
ginal References to Verbal and Idiomatic Usage ; Prolegomena j 
and a Critical and Exegetical Commentary. For the use of 
Theological Students and Ministers. By Henry Alford, D.D., 
late Dean of Canterbury. 

New Edition, Four Volumes, ^o. I02s. 
The Volumes are sold separately, as follows : — 
Vol. L— THE FOUR GOSPELS. 2Ss. 
Vol. II.— ACTS TO IL CORINTHIANS. 24s, 
Vol. III.-GALATIANS TO PHILEMON. i8j. 
Vol. IV.— HEBREWS TO REVELATION. 32s. 

The New Testament for English 

Readers : containing the Authorized Version, with a revised 
English Text ; Marginal References ; and a Critical and Ex- 
planatory Commentary. By Henry Alford, D.D., late Dean 
of Canterbury. 
Ne^t Edition. Tkvo Volumes, or four Parts, Svo, 54^. 6d. 

The Volumes are sold separately, as follows : — 
Vol. I. Part I.— THE THREE FIRST GOSPELS. 12s. 
Vol. L Part II.— ST. JOHN AND THE ACTS, los, 6d. 
Vol. II. Part I.— THE EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL. i6s, 
VoL II. Part II.— HEBREWS TO REVELATION. i6j. 
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NK^W PUBLICATIONS 



The Catholic Sacrifice. Sermons 

Preached at All Saints, Margaret Street By the Rev. Berd- 
more Compton, M.A., Vicar of All Saints, Margaret Street. 

Crown Svo. [Niairfy ready, 

Samaritans^ and other Sermons^ 

preached in the Church of S. George the Martyr, Middlesex. 
By the Rev: Gerard Ludlow Hallett, B.C.L., Senior Curate, 
Deputy Minor Canon of Westminster, Chaplain to the National 
Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, Lecturer of S.S. 
Bene't and Peter, London. 

Second Edition, Crown $z/o, 3J. 

Life and Correspondence of Samuel 

JOHNSON, D.D., Missionary of the Church of England in 
Connecticut, and First President of King's College, New York. 
By E. E. Beardsley, D.D., Author of "History of the 
Church in Connecticut*' 
In one Vol. with Portrait, Second Edition. Svo. 12s, 

Materials and Models for Latin 

Prose Composition. New Edition, rearranged, with fresh 
Pieces and additional References. By J. Y. Sargent, M.A., 
Fellow and Tutor. of Magdalen College, Oxford; and T. F, 
Dallin, M. A., Tutor, late Fellow, of Queen's College, Oxford. 

Crown Sz/o. 6s. 6d. 

The Elements of Greek Acci- 

dence. With Philological Notes. By Evelyn Abbott, M. A. , 
of Balliol College, Oxford, Author of ** Selections from Lucian, 
with English Notes." 

Crown Svo, 4s, 6d» 



Mkssrs. Rivington's 



The Campaigns of Napoleon : 

Areola — Marengo — ^Jena — Waterloo— from Thiers* Histories 
of the French Revolution and the Consulate and the Empire. 
Edited, with English Notes, by Edward E. Bowen, M.A., 
Master of the Modem Side, Harrow School, late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 

With Maps, Four Volumes, Crown %vo, 4s, 6d, each. 

Vol. I. Areola. Vol. 2. Marengo. [^Ready, 

Vol. 3. Jena. Vol. 4. Waterloo. [In the Press, 

A n Easy Introduction to Chemis- 

try. Edited by the Rev. Arthur Rigg, M.A., late Principal 
of The College, Chester. 

With Numerous Illustrations, Crown %vo. 3^. 6^, 

A Years Botany. Adapted to 

Home Reading. By Frances Anna Kitchener. 
Illustrated by the Author, Crown %vo, 5j. 

Rivington's Mathematical Series. 

A complete ProspectttSy with Opinions, may be had free on 

application, 

English School-Classics. Edited 

by Francis Storr, B.A., Assistant-Master at Marlborough 
College, late Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Bell 
University Scholar. 

A Prospectus may be had free on application. 



Ne"w Publications 



Historical Handbooks. Edited by 

Oscar Browning, M.A., Fellaw of King's College, Cam- 
bridge ; Assistant-Master at Eton College. 

Crown %vo, %s. 6d. each, 

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH INSTITUTIONS. By 
Philip V. Smith, M.A., Barrister-at-Law ; Fellow of 
King's College, Cambridge. 

HISTORY OF FRENCH LITERATURE. Adapted from 
the French of M. Demogeot by Christiana Bridge. 

THE ROMAN EMPIRE. From A.D. 395 to 800. By A. 
M. Curteis, M. A., late Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford, 
and Assistant-Master at Sherborne School. 

[In the Press, 

HISTORY OF MODERN ENGLISH LAW. By Sir 
Roland Knjrvet Wilson, Bart., M.A., Barrister-at-Law, 
late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 

[In the Press, 

Catena Classicorum. A Series of 

Classical Authors. Edited by Members of both Universities, 
under the Direction of the Rev. Arthur Holmes, M.A., 
Senior Fellow and Dean of Clare College, Cambridge, and 
late Preacher at the Chapel Royal, Whitehall ; and the Rev. 
Charles Bigg, M. A., late Senior Student and Tutor of Christ 
Church, Oxford ; Principal of Brighton College. 

A Prospectus with Opinions of the Press may be had free, 

Messrs. Rivingtons Educational 

LIST, with Specimen pages and Opinions of the Press, 
may be had free on application. 

Classified List of all New Pub- 

LIGATIONS issued in England and on the Continent, can be 
had Monthly. 
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On the Revision of the New Lectionary. A 

Letter to the Venerable Edward Bickersteth, D.D^ Prolocutor 
of the Lower House of the Convocation of Canterbury. By 
Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Bishop of Lincoln. 

Senates and Synods : their Respective Func- 
tions and Uses, with reference to the "Public Worship Regu- 
lation Bill,** With a ** Plea for Toleration by Law, in certain 
Ritual Matters." By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Bishop of 

Lincoln. 

Small Sz/o, id. 

« 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy and Church- 

wardens of the Diocese of Worcester, at his Visitation in June 
1874. By Henry, Lord Bishop of Worcester. 

%vo, is. 

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 

Diocese of St. Asaph at his Second Visitation, September and 
October 1874. By Joshua Hughes, D.D., Bishop of St. 
Asaph. 

^o. is. 

Proposed Scheme for a Biennial Table of 

Sunday Proper Lessons. By Robert Kennion, M.A., Rector 

of Acle. 

Small %vo. yi. 
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Ne^w Pamphlkts 



speech delivered in the House of Lords, on 

Tuesday, April 21, 1874, on Moving for a Select Committee to 
Inquire into the Laws relating to Patronage, Simony, and Ex- 
change of Benefices in the Church of England. By the Bishop^ 
of Peterborough. 

%vo, 6d. 

A Charge delivered at his Fourteenth Visita- 
tion of the Archdeaconry of Buckingham, in June 1874. By 
Edward Bickersteth, D.D., Prolocutor of the Convocation 
of the Province of Canterbury, Archdeacon of Buckingham, 
Honorary Canon of Christ Church, and Vicar of Aylesbury. 

%vo. is. 

Charges delivered at his Primary Visitation 

of the Archdeaconry of Totnes in 1874, by Alfred Earle, 

M.A., Archdeacon of Totnes, on the Necessity of certain 

Church Reforms, the Reform of Patronage, Reform of Episcopal 

Visitation, etc., our Duty towards Nonconformists, our Duty 

to the Masses, some Pressing Duties of Churchwardens and 

Clergy. 

%vo, 2s, 6d, 

Sacramental Confession examined by Pastoral 

Experience. A Letter to the Right Rev. and Right Hon. the 
Lord Bishop of London. By the Rev. C. F. Lewder, M. A., 
Vicar of S. Peter's, London Docks. 

Auricular Confession and Particular Absolu- 

tion : a Letter to his Parishioners. By Henry Howarth, 
B.D., Rector of St. George's, Hanover Square, and one of Her 
Majesty's Chaplains in Ordinary. With Preface. 

Zvo. 6d, 
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Ne^w Pamphlets 



Fasting Communion — Non - communicating 

Attendance — Auricular Confession — The Doctrine of Sacrifice 

— The Eucharistic Sacrifice. By Edward Meyrick Goul- 

burn, D.D., D.C.L., Dean of Norwich. Being an Appendix 

to the Author's Commentary on ** The Office of the Holy 

Communion." 

Crown %vo, zs. 

Unity with Division in the Established 

Church Possible and Essential. A Sermon preached at S. 
Mary's Parish Church, Reading, on the Tenth Sunday after 
Trinity, August 9, 1874. By Arthur Purey-Cust, M.A., 
Vicar of S. Mary's, Reading, and Rural Dean. 

Hints towards Peace in Ceremonial Matters. 

By A. J. B. Beresford Hope, M.P. 

%vo. 6d, 

Earl Nelson on the Present Position of the 

High Church Party. 

%vo. 6d. 

Reasonings on Some Disputed Points of Doc- 

trine. By Lord Redesdale. 

%vo, 6d. 

The Shortened Order for Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer daily throughout the Year, except on Sunday, 
Christmas Day, Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Ascension 
Day. With ** The Act of Uniformity Amendment Act." 

Royal ^2mo, id. 
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An Additional Order for Evening Prayer on 

Sundays and Holy-Days throughout the Year, taken from the 
Holy Scriptures and Book of Common Prayer, and approved by 
the Ordinary for use in the Diocese of Peterborough. With 
a Table of Occasional Psalms and Lessons as approved by 
the Ordinary. 

Royal yimo, id, 

A ForM of Prayer taken from the Holy 

Scriptures and Book of Common Prayer. To be used upon St. 
Andrew's Day, or upon any of the Seven Days next following, 
being the Day or Days of Intercession for a Blessing upon the* 
Missionary Work of the Church. Approved by the Ordinary 
for use in the Dioceses of Rochester, Oxford, Peterborough, and 
Llandaff. 

Royal ^2mo, id. 



A Charge delivered to. the Clergy and Church- 

wardens of the Diocese of Rochester in October 1873, at his 
Second Visitation. By Thomas Legh, Bishop of Rochester. 

%vo. is. 



The Moral Groundwork of Clerical Training: 

a Sermon preached at the Anniversary Festival of Cuddesdon 
College, on Tuesday, June 10, 1873. By H. P. Liddon, 
D.D., Canon of St. Paul's, and Ireland Professor of Exegesis in> 
the University of Oxford. 

^o. 15, 



Ee^jj to €bvi$Aim Enotuledge 

Small Svo, 2s. 6d. each, 

A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the Book 

of Common Prayer. By John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A., 
Editor of "The Amiotated Book of Common Prayer." 

A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the Holy 

Bible. By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

A Key to the Knowledge of Church History 

(Ancient). Edited by John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

A Key to the Knowledge of Church History 

(Modem). Edited by John Henry Blunt, M.A. 

A Key to Christian Doctrine and Practice. 

(Founded on the Church Catechism. ) By John Henry Blunt, 
M.A. 



A Key to the Narrative of the Four Gospels. 

By John Pilkington Norris, M.A., Canon of Bristol, for- 
merly one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. 

A Key to the Narrative of the Acts of the 

Apostles. By John Pilkington Norris, M.A. 



Eonlyon • ^xfotD • CamiidU^ 



Elegantly printed with red borders. i6mo. 2s. 6d, 

Thomas a KempiSy Of the Imitation of Christ, 
Introduction to the Devout Life. 

From the French of S. Francis of Sales, Bishop and Prince of 
Geneva. 

A Short and Plain Instruction for the Better 

Understanding of the Lord's Supper: to which is annexed, the 
Office of the Holy Communion, with Proper Helps and Directions. 
By Thomas Wilson, D. D. , late Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
Complete Edition, in large type. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D.D., Bishop of Down and Connor, and 
Dromore. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D.D., Bishop of Down and Connor, and 
Dromore. 
The "Holy Living " and the '* Holy Dying " may be had 
bound together in One Vol. 5j. 

A Practical Treatise concerning Evil Thoughts. 

By William Chilcot, M.A. 

The English Poems of George Herbert. 

Together with his Collection of Proverbs, entitled **Jacula 
Prudentum." 

The Christian Year : Thoughts in Verse for 

the Sundays and Holy Days throughout the Year. 

Cheap Edition^ without the Red Borders. 

Thomas a Kempisj Of the Imitation of Christ. 

Limp cloth, is.; or in cover, 6d. 

Bishop Wilsons Holy Communion. 

Large type. Limp cloth, is.; or in cover, 6d, 

Jeremy Taylors Holy Living. Limp doth, u. 
Jeremy Taylors Holy Dying. Limp doth, u. 
Holy Living and Holy Dying, in One Voi, 2j. dd. 

The Christian Year, Limpclotk, is.yorincover^^d. 



Commentary on tfie (SogptUs 

Devotional Commentary on the Gospel Narra- 

TIVE. By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., formerly Fellow 
of Trinity College, Oxford. 

. New Edition, Eight Volumes, Crown %vo, ^s, each, 

ThoufiTlits on the Study of the Holy Gospels. 

CharacUiHstic Differences in the Four Gospels — Our Lord's Manifestations ojt 
Himself— The Rule of Scriptural Interpretation furnished by our Lord- 
Analogies of the Gospel^Mention of Angels in the Gospels— Places of Our 
Lord*s Abode and Ministry — Our Lord's Mode of Dealing with His 
Apostles — Conclusion. 

A Harmony of the Four Evcuigrelists. 

Our Lord's Nativity — Our Lord's Ministry (^Second Year) — Our Lord's 
Ministry {Third Yeary-The Holy Week— Our Lord's Resurrection, 

Our Lord's Nativity. 
The Birth at Bethlehem— The Baptism in Jordan— The First Passover. 

Our Lord's Ministry. Secdnd Year. 
The Second Passover^— Christ with the Twelve — The Twelve sent Forth, 

Our Lord's Ministry. Third Year. 

Teaching in Galilee — Teaching at Jerusalem — Last Journey from Galilee to 

Jerusalem. 

The Holy Week. 

The Approach to Jerusalem— The Teaching in the Temple — The Discourse on 

the Mount of Olives — The Last Supper, 

Our Lord's Passion. 

The Hour of Darkness— The Agony— The Apprehension — The Condemnation — 
The Day of Sorrows— The Hall of Judgment— The Crucifixion— The 
Sepulture. 

Our Lord's Resurrection. 

The Day of Days— The Grave Visited— Christ Appearing— The Going to 
Emmaus—The Forty Days — The Apostles Assembled— The Lake in Galilee 
— The Mountain in Galilee — The Return from Galilee. 

The Apocalypse, with Notes and Reflections. 5 j. 

382 ti^e game auti^or* 
Sermons on the Epistles and Gospels for the 

Sundays and Holy Days throughout the Year. Two Vols, ^s. 



each. 

The Characters of the Old 

Testament : a Series of 
Sermons, ^^s. 



Female Characters of 

Holy Scripture : a Series of 
Sermons. 5^. 
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